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Court clears way 
for Yushchenko 


inauguration 


see Page 5 


Government again | Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan 
of Canada passes away 


goes after Odynsky 


Notice to proceed with revocation of citizenship 
received by family on Christmas Eve 


By Marco Levytsky 

Just before resigning over allega- 
tions that she promised to help a 
pizza shop owner avoid deportation 
in return for help on her re-election 
campaign last spring, former Citi- 
zenship and Immigration Minister 
Judy Sgro left a Christmas present 
for the Odynsky family in Toronto. 

Dec. 14 she signed a letter to 
Eileen Boyd, Assistant Clerk of the 
Privy Council, stating her intention 
to proceed with the recommenda- 
tion for a Special Committee of 
Cabinet to revoke 81-year-old 
М/азу! Odynsky’s Canadian citizen- 
ship. 

The Odynsky family received a 
copy of this letter from their law- 
yer on Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve. 

Wasyl Odynsky himself is in frail 
condition as he underwent triple 
bypass surgery in May, 2004. 

The letter was sent despite the 
fact that Wasyl Odynsky had been 
found innocent of any war crimes 
during World War 2 by Justice An- 
drew MacKay on March 2, 2001 
and that the Federal Court of Ap- 
peal in a similar case — that of 
Kitchener-Waterloo resident 
Helmut Oberlander — ruled on 
May 19, 2004, that the government 
cannot apply the policy of denatu- 
ralization and deportation unless 
there is evidence of war crimes. 

“The Governor in Council (cabi- 
net)... cannot apply the war crimi- 
nals policy to a person unless it first 
satisfies itself, to use the very words 
of the policy, that ‘there is evidence 
of direct involvement in or complic- 
ity of war crimes or crimes against 


humanity’,” wrote Justices Robert 
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Décary, J. Edgar Sexton and B. 
Malone in a unanimous decision. 

The Federal Appeals Court deci- 
sion stands because the government 
passed up the deadline to appeal it 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

Odynsky was charged with mis- 
representing himself upon coming 
to Canada over 50 years ago under 
a civil court procedure that requires 
a decision based only upon the “bal- 
ance of probabilities” as opposed to 
the “beyond a reasonable doubt” 
standard of the criminal court pro- 
cedure. 

The decision to revoke a person’s 
citizenship is made by a select com- 
mittee of cabinet — not by the court 
system. 

Although the government itself 
stated at the time of the announce- 
ment of the denaturalization policy 
in 1995 that its intention was to go 
after alleged Nazi war criminals, it 
is under no obligation to prove any 
evidence of any criminal activity 
whatsoever under the legislation as 
it currently stands. 

In fact, in none of the denatural- 
ization and deportation cases that 
have been brought forward by the 
War Crimes Division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice, has any evidence 
of any war crimes ever been shown. 

А spokesman for Joe Volpe, who 
replaced Sgro as Immigration and 
Citizenship Minister on Jan. 14, 
said no decision on the Odynsky 
case had been made at the time this 
issue of Ukrainian News went to 
press on Jan. 19. 

Stephen Heckbert, Director of 
Communications for Volpe said re- 
vocation cases would first be dis- 
cussed at a briefing meeting on Jan. 
21 

Borys Wreznewskyj, Liberal МР 
for Etobicoke Centre, told Ukrai- 
nian News the Prime Minister’s 
Office was not made aware of 
Sgro’s letter. 

"І was dismayed the government 
would be proceeding with this and 
was disappointed the former min- 
ister would have signed off on it,” 
he told Ukrainian News in a tele- 
phone interview from Kyiv, where 
he had gone to attend President- 
elect Viktor Yushchenko’s inaugu- 
ration. 

“This is especially so because, in 
my conversation with her and meet- 
ings she had with the Ukrainian 
community, she expresses her dis- 
comfort with the process,” he 
added. 

Edmonton-Millwoods-Beaumont 
Liberal MP David Kilgour wrote a 
Jan. 12 letter to Prime Minister Paul 
Martin urging him to review the 
matter on humanitarian grounds. 


Cont. on P. 3 


His Beatitude Metropolitan Wasyly (1909-2005) 


(UkrNews/UOCC Consistory)}— 
His Beatitude Metropolitan Wasyly, 
Archbishop of Winnipeg and Met- 
ropolitan of All Canada for the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada, fell asleep in the Lord at the 
age 95 years of age in Winnipeg on 
Jan. 10. 

His death came only three days 
after he celebrated the feast of 
Christ’s Nativity on Jan. 7, accord- 
ing to the Julian Calendar. 

“The passing of His Beatitude has 
impoverished us, his brother bish- 
ops, together with the Right Rever- 
end Mitred Priest Fr. William 
Makarenko, Chair of the Presidium 
of the Consistory of the UOCC, the 
Members of the Presidium and Full 
Consistory of the UOCC;, his spiri- 
tual children — the clergy and laity 
of the UOCC,” stated The Most 
Reverend Archbishop John, Arch- 
bishop of Edmonton and the West- 
ern Diocese, Acting Primate of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 

Canada and The Most Reverend 
= Archbishop Yurij Bishop of Toronto 
and the Eastern Diocese, in a state- 
ment issued Jan. 10. 

“His loss is felt most deeply by 
his sons — by marriage to 
Dobrodijka Paraskeviya (nee 
Tymoffee) Fedak, who predeceased 
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Ющенка висуватимуть на Нобелівську премію 


(Українська правда) Ініціативна група україн-- 
ської академічної спільноти пропонує висунути 
Віктора Ющенка як кандидата на здобуття Нобелів-- 
ської премії Миру за 2005 рік. 

Ініціатори пропонують всім бажаючим надіслати 
листа до Нобелівського комітету до 1 лютого з цією 
пропозицією, повідомляє Громадське радіо. 

До ініціативної групи увійшли ректор Національ - 
ного університету Києво-Могилянська Академія 
Вячеслав Брюховецький, Іван Вакарчук, ректор 
Львівського національного університету імені Івана 
Франка, Борис Гудзяк, ректор Українського Като-- 
лицького університету та Марія Зубрицька, про- 


ректор Львівського національного університету. 

На думку академічної спільноти, "увесь світ став 
свідком мирного повалення тоталітарного режиму 
демократичними засобами. Помаранчева революція 
- це найпотужніший з моменту краху комунізму 
вільний рух на схід європейських демократичних 
цінностей". 

В листі зазначається, що "Віктор Ющенко, батько 
якого був жертвою Освенціма, показав усім нам, 
громадянам світу, як можна розв'язувати політичні 
i соціальні кризи: без кровопролиття, насильства і 
ненависті - тих загроз, яких людство не зуміло 
позбутися й досі". 


Ющенко й Буш зустрінуться в лютому 


(Українська правда) - Президент США Джордж 
Буш може зустрінеться з Віктором Ющенком під 
час своєї лютневої поїздки до Європи. 

Про це, з посиланням на неназване джерело в 
Республіканській партії США, повідомила газета 
The Hill, котра висвітлює роботу американського 
Конгресу. 

За даними видання, у США чекають, що на мож- 
ливій зустрічі з Бушем головними пріоритетами 
Ющенка, найімовірніше, будуть такі питання як 
вступ України до Світової організації торгівлі 
(СОТ), отримання для України в США офіційного 
статусу країни з ринковою економікою і скасування 
обмежувальної зовнішньоторговельної поправки 
Джексона-Веніка. 

Як повідомив газеті член комітету з міжнародних 
відносин палати представників Конгресу республі - 
канець Дана Рорабахер, під час майбутніх засідань 
у рамках нового 109-го скликання він має намір 
ініціювати слухання з питання про скасування 
поправки Джексона-Веніка. 

Голова сенатського комітету у закордонних спра - 
Bax, сенатор Річард Лугар i голова комітету з міжна - 
родних відносин палати представників Генрі Гайд, за 


даними газети, теж підтримають законопроект про 
скасування цієї поправки. 

Один з представників апарату американського 
сенату повідомив газеті, що після "помаранчевої 
революції" в Україні в США відбувається переоцінка 
підходу до американсько-українських відносин. 

"Я чекаю, що (у Конгресі) будуть уважно розгля-- 
нуті різні шляхи, якими США зможуть допомогти 
Україні консолідувати її демократичні завоювання, 
і це, найімовірніше, включатиме скасування 
поправки Джексона-Веніка", підкреслив представ-- 
ник сенатського апарату. 

12 січня на брифінгу у Вашингтоні офіційний 
представник Держдепартаменту США Річард Бау-- 
чер відмовився повідомити про плани адміністрації 
Буша щодо того, хто представлятиме Америку на 
церемонії інавгурації Ющенка. Таке оголошення, 
пообіцяв Баучер, буде зроблене пізніше. 

"Ми направимо належну особу у відповідний час", 
- підкреслив він. 

Як було оголошено в грудні Білим домом, Буш 
планує в лютому відвідати Бельгію, Німеччину і 
Словаччину, повідомляє УНІАН з посиланням на 
РІА "Новини". 
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Українці в Граку гинуть, але 
повертатися звідти не хочуть? 


Марина Пирожук, Радіо Свобода 

Тіла вісьмох українських та одного казахського 
військовослужбовців, які загинули під час вибуху в 
Іраку, 12-го січня привезли до України. Уранці тіла 
загиблих були доставлені в аеропорт Бориспіль, де 
відбулася офіційна церемонія прощання. Попроща-- 
тися із загиблими приїхали міністр оборони України, 
посли США та Польщі і представник Казахстану. 
Найвищого керівництва, зокрема Президента Ле- 
оніда Кучми, за правління якого українці були 
відправлені до Іраку, в аеропорту не було. 

Тіла загиблих українців і одного казаха були 
доставлені в Бориспіль літаком Збройних сил США 
у цинкових трунах, які були покриті українськими 
прапорами. Там їх чекали військові, посли двох країн 
та виконувач обов'язків міністра оборони України 
Олександр Кузьмук. Прощаючись із загиблими, 
Кузьмук висловив співчуття родинам і близьким 
загиблих, назвавши їх справжніми героями. 

Після прощальної церемонії в аеропорту Києва 
тіла доправили літаками Міністерства оборони 
України до Львова, Одеси, Харкова та Житомира. 

Там у 17-го січня відбулися похорони. Серед 
загиблих українців одна жінка. Усі військово-- 
службовці були одружені і мали малолітніх дітей. 

Міністр оборони України заявив, що усі загиблі і 
поранені під час цієї трагедії будуть нагороджені 
орденом "За мужність" першого ступеня. На кожну 
родину загиблого, за його словами, виділено по 
105,000 дол. (США) допомоги. Сплачуватиме ці 
суми Україна. 

Кузьмук також заявив, що за фактом вибуху 9 
січня, внаслідок якого i постраждали українці, пору-- 
шено кримінальну справу, і що в Іраку наразі працю-- 
ють представники військової прокуратури. 


вибуху серед знешкоджених боєприпасів і про 
свідомий підрив одного зі снарядів радіокерованим 
апаратом. 

На це, за словами Кузьмука, вказує те, що відпо- 
відальність за цю трагедію взяла на себе одна з 
ісламістських організацій. Не було там проблем, за 
версією українського міністра, із заходами безпеки. 
Олександр Кузьмук: "Не випадково шейхи у про- 
вінції Вассид і конкретно у провінції Ель-Сувера no— 
відомили, що вони вирішили встановити пам'ятник 
загиблим. Друга версія, що вибух відбувся серед 
знешкоджених і складованих боєприпасів. Що 
стосується заходів безпеки, то всі вони витримані, а 
боєприпаси не представляли на той час небезпеки". 
Говорячи про, виведення українських військових з 
Іраку, Кузьмук заявив, що Україна ухвалила рішення 
зробити це у три етапи до 30 червня поточного року. 
Олександр Кузьмук: "Проект плану передбачає три 
етапи: перший — проведення консультацій, узгод- 
ження порядку і забезпечення; другий етап - підго- 
товка матеріальних засобів, підготовка районів і 
іншого для виведення; третій основний етап — виве- 
дення сьомої бригади. При чому, в будь-якому 
випадку, незважаючи на термін, ми припиняємо свою 
діяльність в районі Ель-Сувера". 

Наразі, за словами Кузьмука, проводиться робота 
з партнерами України про процедуру виведення 
українців з Іраку. Водночас міністр наголошує, що 
більшість українських військових в Іраку не має 
бажання їхати звідти. 

Стосовно долі поранених 6 українців, то, за інфор-- 
мацією Міноборони, 4 військових будуть доставлені 
у військовий шпиталь "Рамштайн" у Німеччині, а 
двоє поранених виявили бажання продовжити 
лікування на базі підрозділу і готові продовжити 


Зайого даними, є дві версії трагедії, зокрема версія 


свою службу в Іраку. 


До Таїланду прибули українські медики 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

До столиці Таїланду 4 січня 
прибув перший літак з гумані- 
тарною допомогою з України. Він 
доставив українських лікарів та 
близько тонни медикаментів. Тим 
часом за даними міністерства 3a— 
кордонних справ, у районах Пів- 
денно-Східної Азії можуть пере-- 
бувати 49 українських громадян. 

Трагедія у Південно-Східній 
Азії сколихнула світ і викликала 
величезну хвилю співчуття та 
солідарності. У багатьох країнах 
світу, зокрема у Великій Британії, 
приватні пожертви вже переви- 
щили офіційну урядову допомогу. 
Вже понад тиждень повідомлення 
про землетрус та цунамі є голов- 
ними у випусках новин. Експерти 
вважають, що швидкій реакції 
людей посприяла увага засобів 
масової інформації до трагедії у 
віддаленому регіоні та величезна 
кількість туристів, що були серед 
постраждалих. 

Українці віднедавна також 
полюбляють відпочинок в 
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екзотичних країнах. Але через 
вибори, які відбувалися в день 
катастрофи, офіційна реакція 
України та й реакція засобів Maco— 
вої інформації не була такою ж 
блискавичною, як на Заході. Пер- 
ша згадка про те, що Україна Ta— 


- кож має намір допомогти, з'яви- 


лася лише через кілька днів після 
землетрусу. На вівторок, 4 січня 
нам так і не вдалося з'ясувати, в 
яких цифрах виражатиметься 
офіційна солідарність України з 
десятками тисяч постраждалих в 
Південно-Східній Азії. Для того, 
щоб надати гроші з бюджету, пот-- 
рібне рішення уряду. 

Поки у Києві триває міжвладдя 
та святкування Нового Року, іні - 
ативу допомоги взяли в свої руки 
приватні компанії. Очолили opra— 
нізацію допомоги приватна Me— 
дична клініка «Борис» та aBia— 
компанія «Аеросвіт», які допра-- 
вили до Таїланду перших україн- 
ських лікарів та медикаменти: 
антибіотики, перев'язувальні Ma— 
теріали, одноразові шприци, а 
також літній одяг та питну воду. 

Як говорить президент клініки 
«Борис» Михайло Радуцький, до 
швидких дій його спонукав влас- 
ний досвід в Таїланді та побачена 
ним жертовність місцевих меш-- 
канців: «Я сам був у цьому цунамі, 
і я тепер знаю, що таке жах. Це 
був дійсно жах. А по-друге, вони 
не дуже багаті люди, тайці, але як 
вони ділилися останнім, причому 
не тільки зі своїми, останнім 
шматком мила чи останніми ста 
грамами молока, чи жменькою 
рису, і навіть не в тарілці, бо на 
неї немає грошей, а на клаптику 
паперу. Якщо є можливість, то як 
цим людям не допомогти?» 

За словами Михайла Радуцього, 
нині готується другий літак до 
зони стихійного лиха: «Люди і далі 
приносять речі, і зараз ми зби-- 
раємо другий вантаж, який будемо 
відправляти за допомогою МНС 
до Шрі-Ланки». 

Українці, які продемонстрували 


свою жертовність всьому світові 
під час Помаранчевої революції, 
відгукнулися і на чужий біль, 
говорить Михайло Радуцький. За 
його словами, лише Різдвяні кані- 
кули стримують багатьох від ак- 
тивнішої участі у наданні допо- 
моги. «Час такий - зараз новорічні 
свята, Різдво починається, бага- 
тьох людей немає вдома, але ті, що 
бачать оголошення про те, що ми 
приймаємо допомогу, відгуку- 
ються. 3-го січня, наприклад, 
прийшла студентка, яка принесла 
10 таблеток антибіотиків та два 
одноразових шприца. Але це було 
від душі, і це було все, що вона 
могла собі дозволити. I я впев- 
нений, що вона це робила одна- 
ково і для Помаранчевої площі, і 
для тайців, які ніякого стосунку до 
нас не мають». 

Посильна допомога уряду Ук- 
раїни поки що полягала у тому, що 
віце-прем'єр уряду, який неза- 
баром має піти у відставку, Дмит- 
ро Табачник прийшов першого 
січня на роботу для того, щоб 
звернутися до митної та прикор- 
донної служби посприяти від- 
правленню гуманітарного BaH— 
тажу. Але ізаце Михайло Радуць - 
кий вдячний: «Коли є лихо, то 
немає різниці, чи це новий уряд, 
чи це старий уряд. Є люди, і немає 
різниці, в якому кольорі ці люди — 
в біло-синьому, чи в помаран-- 
чевому. Люди перш за все зали- 
шаються людьми». 


Ющенко вдруге 
став дідом 


(Українська правда) -З січня в 
одному з київських пологових 
будинків старша донька Віктора 
Ющенка Віталіна народила 
хлопчика. Вага новонародженого 
- 3,340 кг, зріст - 52 см. Назвати 
малюка батьки вирішили на честь 
діда - Віктором. Віталіна та її син 
почуваються добре, повідомляє 
сайт Ющенка. 
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Ukrainian Orthodox Metropolitan 
of Canada passes away 


Cont. fromP. 1 

His Beatitude in 1976 while he served as a parish priest 
in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada: the Honourable Mr. Jus- 
tice Eugene Fedak; Mr. Jaroslaw Fedak, and Mr. Emil 
Fedak, along with their families, and his sister, Mrs. 
Irene Melnyshuk, his niece and care-giver, Nadia 
Hudyma and his personal secretary, Reverend Fr. 
Cornell Zubritsky,” they continued. 

His Beatitude was born Wasyl’ Fedak on Nov. 1, 1909 
in the village of Kadobivtsy, Bukovyna, Ukraine into 
the family of Wasyl’s and Anastazia Fedak. He was 
brought to Canada by his parents in May of 1912 and 
settled in Sheho, Sask. Following completion of his 
secondary education he completed a course for teach- 
ers and assumed his teaching assignments in the 
Saskatchewan school system. 

In 1932, he married Paraskeviya Tymoffee. In 1941 
he commenced theological studies in the seminary of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada, which he 
completed in 1944. He was ordained into the diaconate 
Sept. 27, 1944, and into the priesthood Oct. 1, 1944. 
Following ordination, Fr. Fedak served parishes in the 
Sandy Lake, Manitoba District and travelled to Menzie, 
Vista, Angusville, Glen Elmo, Oakburn and Rossburn, 
Man. He organized new parishes at Oakburn, Sandy 
Lake, Sich and Angusville, Man. 

In 1948 he was assigned to Grimsby, Ont., but also 
served parishes in Oshawa, Long Branch, Waterford 
and St. Catherine’s, Ont. Due to his efforts, the parish 
in Welland joined the UOCC. He also travelled to Ot- 
tawa and Kirkland Lake, in Ont., and Rouin and 
Noranda in Quebec. 

In September, 1951 he was appointed to St. 
Vladimir’s parish in Hamilton, where he served for 29 
years. His pastoral dedication resulted in the parish 
growing from 47 to 500 families, to become one of the 
most developed parishes in the UOCC. 

For his dedicated service, the Church awarded him 
all priestly honours, including the honour of 
protopresbyter in 1977. His activities went beyond his 
parish responsibilities. For 20 years he was the National 
Chaplain of the Canadian Ukrainian Youth Associa- 
tion (CYMK-UOY). For all of this tireless service he 
was inducted into the Hamilton Gallery of Distinction 
and received honours from the Province of Ontario. 

Two years following the passing of his devoted wife, 
Dobrodijka Paraskeviya, in April 1976, an Extra-Ordi- 
nary Sobor of the UOCC in 1978 chose Fr. Wasyl’ as 
its candidate to the episcopacy. . 

On July 16, 1978 at Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
Winnipeg Archimadrite Wasyly was consecrated into 
the episcopacy with the title, “Bishop of Saskatoon, 
Vicar of the Central Eparchy”, by His Beatitude An- 
drew, Metropolitan of Winnipeg and All-Canada, His 
Eminence Boris, Archbishop of Edmonton and the 
Western Eparchy, and His Grace Mykolaj, Bishop of 
Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy. 

Following the passing of Archbishop Mykolaj in 
1981, Bishop Wasyly became Acting Bishop of the 


Eastern Eparchy, and in November, 1983, he was el- 
evated to Archbishop of Toronto and the Eastern 
Eparchy. The 17th Sobor of the UOCC in 1985 chose 
Archbishop Wasyly as its Metropolitan and Primate 
with title “His Beatitude”, and Chancellor of St. 
Andrew’s College. 

During his service as Metropolitan, Viadyka Wasyly 
led the Church in celebrating the Millennium of Bap- 
tism of Ukraine into the Holy Orthodox Faith, the Cen- 
tenary of Ukrainian Immigration to Canada and the 75th 
Anniversary of the UOCC. 

He established Eucharistic union with the Patriarch- 
ate of Constantinople, in 1990, and oversaw the 
UOCC’s membership into the Standing Conference of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the Americas. During 
this time, the UOCC also became a member of the 
Canadian Council of Churches. In 1995 he initiated the 
establishment the Permanent Conference of Ukrainian 
Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of Ukraine. He 
participated in creating a Conference of Orthodox Bish- 
ops of Canada and an Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dia- 
logue in Canada. 

As Metropolitan he worked closely with the World 
Congress of Ukrainians and the Canadian Ukrainian 
Congress. 

In 1993, he led a delegation to visit Ukraine, which 
had proclaimed its independence and sovereignty in 
1991. This was an opportunity to become better ac- 
quainted with the hierarchs and complex situation in 
Orthodoxy in Ukraine. He felt it his duty to contribute 
to the establishment of one, recognized, local Ortho- 
dox Church in his ancestral homeland and he was up- 
lifted to see his brothers and sisters choosing an open 
and democratic form of government and society. 

Among the many honours bestowed upon His Beati- 
tude are the Honorary Doctorate of Divinity from St. 
Andrew’s College, the Honorary Doctorate in Canon 
Law from the Ukrainian Free University in Munich, 
the Centenary Medal and the Shevchenko Medal from 
the Canadian Ukrainian Congress, the Governor 
General’s Medal in honour of Canada’s 125th Anni- 
versary, the Queen Elizabeth П 50th Anniversary Medal 
and the highest award of the Governor General of 
Canada, the Officer of the Order of Canada Medal. 

The Orthodox Rite of Burial of a Hierarch was sched- 
uled to take place at the Holy Trinity All-Canada Met- 
ropolitan Cathedral. The Hierarchical Funeral Service 
was to begin on Jan. 21, 2005. The Hierarchical Di- 
vine Liturgy and completion of the Funeral Rite was to 
commence the next day, followed by the interment at 
Glen Eden Cemetery. Following the interment, a me- 
morial luncheon was to be held at the Holy Trinity 
Auditorium. 

The Main Celebrant of the Funeral Services were to 
be His Eminence, Archbishop John. Concelebrants were 
to be His Eminence, Archbishop Yurij, visiting Hier- 
archs and clergy of the UOCC. 

May the memory of His Beatitude Metropolitan Wasyly 
be eternal! 


Government again goes after Odynsky 


Cont. fromP. 1 


In his letter Kilgour noted that Odynsky had been 
conscripted into service as a Trawniki camp guard, that 
his service was involuntary and that he was threatened 
with severe punishment if he failed to report. 

Kilgour also noted that there was no evidence of 
wrongdoing by Odynsky during the war, nor during 
more than 50 years in Canada. 

Kitchener-Waterloo Liberal MP Andrew Telegdi said 
he finds it “offensive” that cabinet can rule on the citi- 
zenship of naturalized Canadians. 

“There’s all kinds of scary scenarios that can go with 
it,” he told Ukrainian News. 

Telegdi said it was unfortunate this recommenda- 
tion was made before a parliamentary committee look- 
ing into reforming the Citizenship Act was to make its 
report next month. 

“I have always maintained that this (policy) does 
not conform to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms — 
an issue I resigned over (as parliamentary secretary). 

“There’s absolutely no way that something as im- 
portant as citizenship should be decided on the mere 
balance of probabilities. It offends the Charter in that 
respect and it also offends the Charter in the fact that 
there are no appeal rights. And Cabinet should not be 
putting themselves into the position of being appeal 
court justices which the present act forces them to do,” 
he added. 


Opposition Citizenship Critic Dianne Ablonczy 
(Conservative, Calgary Nose Hill) told Ukrainian 
News “revoking Canadians of their citizenship by a 
secret backroom process is absolutely repugnant.” 

“Our criminal justice tradition demands that when 
you are charging someone for a crime for which there 
are serious penalties, you must prove your case be- 
yond a reasonable doubt. In other words the highest 
judicial standard —not the lower one of balance of prob- 
abilities. Few Canadians could think of a worse pen- 
alty than being stripped of their citizenship and I be- 
lieve that such a penalty cannot be carried out under 
Canadian values without a case being made beyond a 
reasonable doubt,” she added. 

Asked whether she would raise this issue in Ques- 
tion Period when the House of Commons resumes sit- 
ting in late January, Ablonczy said it was difficult to 
say what gets on question period. 

However, she added, while the government is going 
after people like Odynsky “I certainly can say that I 
know for sure that the number of foreign criminals at 
large in Canada rose from 75 to 125 (last year)” 

“TI believe very strongly that this government’s pri- 
ority should be to protect our society from proven 
criminal elements. They have failed miserably in that 
duty and I believe that it is simply a terribly misplaced 
priority to go after any individuals (against) whom the 
courts found no evidence of criminality” 
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Tour and Cruise Ukraine 


with Esprit ! 


May 18 - June 11, 2005 - 25 Days 
his 25 day program sells for $4950.00 


$198.00 per day INCLUDES: 


Flight from Edmonton, all transportation in Ukraine, all accommoda- 


ions, all meals, all porterage, English speaking guides, 
entrance fees, and a Cruise on the Dniper River for 13 


most tours, most} 
days, with visits 


to Zaporozhia, Odessa, Sevastopil, Kherson and Yalta followed by a 12 
day Land Tour by bus. Visit Chernivtsi, Yaremcha, Kolomya, 


Nadvirna,Uzhorod, Lviv and Ternopil. 


Visits to family, villages, etc. can be arranged. 


For programs with details, options, and application forms: 


Please call, write, fax or e-mail to: 


“Ernest Pawluski, Esprit Tours б 


Travel 


9403 — 130 Ave. Edmonton, Ab. T5E 051 


Ph. (780) 475-1148, Fax (780) 472-3556 
E-mail Epawluski@cs.com 


| HOTEL & CONFERENCE С 


Французьке ім'я — 
Українська душа 


Beautiful Jacuzzi Rooms 
Fully Accessible Rooms 


Fitness Centre 


бо» 
б» 
бо 
бо» 
бо 
б» 


Edmonton Oilers Hockey, 
Eskimos Football and 
Festival Packages 


Full Hot Breakfast 
Buffet included with 


every room! J 


Free High Speed Internet Access 
Free local calls, coffee and parking 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, АВ T5G ЗАЇ 


www.chateaulouis.com 


Кучма продав свою 
квартиру Суркісу 


Будинкок славився дипломатичним скандалом, 
який виник через Людмилу Кучму 


(Українська правда) -У київській квар- 
тирі президента України Леоніда Кучми на 
вул. Десятинній, 10 оселився батько Григо- 
рія Суркіса. 

Напередодні Нового року Кучма з дру- 
жиною зіїхали з квартири, вивезли речі і 
розрахували прислугу, повідомляє UNIAN 
з посиланням на газету "Свобода". 

Газета нагадує, що будинок на Десятин- 
ній, зведення якого в 1996 році коштувало, 
за оцінками експертів, близько 100 млн. 
грн., славиться не лише "крутим" оздоб- 
ленням чи новітньою електронікою, а й 
дипломатичним скандалом, який виник 
через Людмилу Кучму. 

Перша леді була розчарована, що стіна в 
квартирі на шостому поверсі заважає їй 
бачити куполи Андріївської церкви. Поруч 
на Десятинній, 12 споруджували англійське 
посольство і були побоювання, що англійці 
наростять споруду вище шостого поверху 
і навіть, якщо прорубати вікно, куполів все 
одно не буде видно. 

Далі, пише газета, найвища державна 
влада вимагала від тодішнього мера Києва 
Леоніда Косаківського розірвати з англій- 
цями контракт на оренду будинку, але той 
не погодився. Косаківського знімають з 
посади 1 Ha його місце приходить Олександр 
Омельченко. 

І "раптом" в посольському будинку - 
архітектурній пам'ятці, що вистояла сто 
років i стояла б ще стільки ж, падає стіна, 
пише газета. Відтак, Омельченко отримав 
формальний привід розірвати контракт з 


англійцями. Вікно в квартирі Кучми з видом 
на куполи було прорублене. 

Газета стверджує, що подружжя Кучм 
збирається жити в Кончі-Заспі, де для них 
"за державні гроші було споруджено 2002 
року будинок Мо29". "У ролі "інвестора" 
цього масштабного будівництва виступало 
державне підприємство "База матеріально- 
технічного забезпечення" ( на складах якої 
в липні 2002 року зберігалися нерозмитнені 
в порушення закону меблі для Кучми Bap— 
тістю 3 млн. дол..)" , пише газета. 

Видання стверджує, що орієнтовний роз-- 
мір "інвестиції" становив понад 10 млн. грн. 
Проте, пише газета, насправді будинок для 
Кучми будувався не за гроші "Бази", а за 
державні. Начебто з метою виконання яки - 
хось контрактів Міністерство транспорту, 
очолюване нині покійним Георгієм Кірпою, 
перерахувало на рахунок "Бази" в "Укр- 
ексімбанку" понад 70 млн. грн. 

Після того як "База" перерахувала їх ви- 
конавцям будівельних робіт у Кончі-Заспі, 
ті ліквідували. А "інвестиційний проект" 
вартістю майже 15 млн. дол., за інфор- 
мацією "Свободи", вже приватизований 
подружжям Кучм. 

Газета наводить вартість виконання робіт 
і затрат за період з 18 жовтня 1996-го по 
16 травня 1997-го, об'єкта на вул. Деся- 
тинній, 10, 6 поверх. Зокрема, обладнання 
туалетних кімнат 332 тис. 461 грн., вироби 
інтер'єрів та віконні наповнення | млн. 426 
тис. 776 грн., страхування i доставка на весь 
комплекс імпортних поставок 116, 437 грн. 


СБУ не пустила в Україну 
Аль-Каїду, а "Укрспецекспорт" 
вкрав $5 мільйонів 


(Українська правда)- "Служба безпеки 
України запобігла у 2004 році в'їзду на 
територію України 161 учаснику руху 
"Талібан" та терористичній організації 
"Аль-Каїда". 

Про це йдеться у звіті СБУ, розміщеному 
на сайті відомства. 

Окрім того, притягнуто до кримінальної 
відповідальності громадян Греції та Па- 
кистану, які в березні 2004 року намагалися 
незаконно придбати військове озброєння 
(боєприпаси, військову та спецтехніку, 
вибухові речовини) на загальну суму 800 
млн. доларів США для поставки їх всупереч 
резолюціям Ради безпеки ООН до Іраку. 

СБУ також порушена кримінальна 
справа за фактом заволодіння службовими 
особами Державної компанії "Укрспецек-- 
спорт" грошовими коштами на суму понад 
3 млн. доларів США, отриманими від екс- 
порту товарів військового призначення. 

Окрім того, розслідується кримінальна 
справа за фактом заволодіння шляхом 
зловживання службовим становищем 
грошовими коштами на суму понад 2 млн. 
доларів США службовими особами TSI 
"Спецтехноекспорт"/дочірнє підприємство 
Державної компанії "Укрспецекспорт" /, 
перерахованими за товари військового 
призначення. 

Також порушено справу стосовно грома-- 
дян Російської Федерації Ш. i М., які в 
листопаді 2004 року у Києві готували 
терористичний акт біля штабу Ющенка. 

У ході їх затримання вилучено радіо- 
керований вибуховий пристрій на основі 
2,99 кг пластиду, два пістолети з глуш-- 
никами, 69 патронів, електродетонатори та 
підроблені паспорти. ; 

Разом з Митною службою Великобри-- 
. танії та французькими BMC викрито та 

припинено протиправну діяльність 4-х 
громадян України з числа членів екіпажу 
судна "Пітеа Лом", затриманого поблизу 


узбережжя Того, і вилучено близько 2,9 
тонни кокаїну. 

Співробітниками СБУ проведено опера-- 
цію по визволенню та поверненню в Укра- 
їну 4-х українських жінок, які перебували 
у сексуальному рабстві в Ліберії. 

3 грудня 2004 року порушено криміналь- 
ну справу року за фактом незаконного 
втручання в роботу автоматизованих елек-- 
тронно-обчислювальних машин, їх систем 
та комп'ютерних мереж, що призвело до 
знищення у листопаді 2004 року інформації 
на серверах інформаційно-аналітичної 
системи "Вибори Президента України" в 
Центральній виборчій комісії. 

Окрім того, припинено злочинну діяль- 
ність б громадян України, котрі намагалися 
передати представникам іноземних країн 
відомості, що становлять державну таєм-- 
ницю та конфіденційну інформацію, яка є 
власністю держави. Порушені стосовно 
зазначених осіб кримінальні справи. 

Недопущено реалізацію протиправних 
намірів 10 громадян України щодо передачі 
за кордон відомостей, що становлять 
державну таємницю. 

За результатами правозастосовної діяль - 
ності Департаменту контррозвідувального 
захисту економіки держави СБУ повернуто 
до державного бюджету коштів на суму 
близько 115 млн. грн., у власність держави 

повернуто фінансово-матеріальних цін- 
ностей на суму понад 300 млн. грн., із-за 
кордону повернуто валютних та мате- 
ріальних цінностей, які незаконно там 
перебували, на загальну суму понад 110 
млин. грн. 

В рамках реалізації загальнодержавних 
програм по боротьбі із корупцією та 
оргзлочинністю викрито 897 злочинів у 
сфері службової діяльності, порушено 270 
кримінальних справ стосовно співробіт- 
ників правоохоронних і контролюючих 
органів. 
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Україна експортує 
Помаранчеву 
революцію у США 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Акції протесту у Вашингтоні під час 
інавгурації президента США Джорджа 
Буша будуть проводитися під помаран-- 
чевим кольором. Про це в інтерв'ю радіо 
"Свобода" заявила прес-секретар Oprani— 
зації Вашингтонського Спротиву Лейсі 
Маколі. За її словами, цей колір симво-- 
лізуватиме, що президентські вибори у 
США відбулися із такими ж масовими 
порушеннями, як і на виборах в Україні. 
Вона також зазначила, що успіх україн- 
ської Помаранчевої революції надихає до 
дії протестувальників i у Сполучених 
Штатах, а тому веб-сайт організації вже 
зроблено із використанням цього кольору. 

Вперше американські громадські акти- 
вісти вирішили запозичити колір україн- 
ської революції під час акції б січня, яка 
проводилася поблизу Білого Дому та Kani— 
толію. Саме у цей день Конгрес США мав 
затвердити результати президентських 
виборів, в яких, за офіційним підрахунком, 
переміг чинний президент Джордж Буш. 
Однак, багато противників президента вва. - 
жають, що і останні вибори він виграв He— 
чесно. Вони вказують, зокрема, на пору- 
шення під час виборів у штаті Огайо, який 
забезпечив Бушу загальнонаціональну 
перемогу. Отже, ініціатори протесту проти 
фальсифікації американських виборів 
вирішили скористатися успішним досвідом: 
українців. Тому у листівках, які поширю-- 
валися напередодні протестної акції, 
містився заклик: "Вдягайте помаранчеве!"" 
Пояснює речник громадського руху 
спротиву у Вашингтоні Лейсі Маколі: 

"Ми хотіли продемонструвати солідар-- 
ність з українським народом. Українці ус- 
пішно вимагали чесних виборів та демо-- 
кратії через мирні, ненасильницькі про-- 
тести. І ми також вимагаємо чесних виборів 
та демократії. В нашій країні мали місце 
значні. порушення виборчого процесу і 
наша влада фактично проїгнорувала це". 


Маколі вважає, що у своїй політиці aMe— 
риканська влада продемонструвала под- 
війні стандарти. Адже, як каже вона, npe— 
зидент Буш вимагав від України чесних 
виборів, але не зміг забезпечити їх у власній 
державі. Маколі вважає, що використання 
помаранчевого кольору під час протесту 
допомагає відзначити таку непослідовність 
американської адміністрації. На її думку, 
перший досвід помаранчевого протесту у 
Вашингтоні був успішним. 

"Під час протесту 6 січня помаранчевий 
колір набув надзвичайної популярності. 
Майже кожен протестувальник мав пома-- 
ранчевий плакат чи прапор. І ця демон- 
страція виявилася надзвичайно успішною, 
оскільки вона отримала відгук у Конгресі 
США. Сенатор зі штату Каліфорнія Бар- 
бара Боксер висловила підтримку нашому 
протесту проти нечесних виборів у США. 
I вона також висловилася проти затверд- 
ження результатів виборів в американ-- 
ському Сенаті". 

Тепер активісти руху за чесні вибори у 
США планують використати помаранчевий 
колір 1 під час протестів в день інавгурації 
Президента Буша. Однак інша особливість 
українського протесту - наметове містечко 
навряд чи з'явиться у центрі Вашингтона. 
За словами Маколі, американські протес-- 
тувальники вдадуться до іншого методу: 

"Ми не будемо використовувати намети, 
але учасники будуть блокувати вулиці 
своїми власними тілами. Вони лежатимуть 
посеред центральних вулиць, щоб їх пере- 
крити. І ми очікуємо, що багато вулиць 
вдасться заблокувати таким чином". 

Незважаючи на своє бажання оскаржити 
результати виборів, Маколі визнає, що 
Джордж Буш таки вже став президентом з 
правової точки зору. Протести, за її слов - 
ами, символізують лише незгоду із чинною 
владою. І вона обіцяє, що у найближчі 4 
роки протестувальники не збираються 
заспокоюватися. А помаранчевий колір 
тепер може стати 1 їхнім символом. 


Прихильники Януковича в Одесі 
протестують, а Ющенка - 
допомагають хворим дітям 


Петро Каландирець, Радіо Свобода 

В Одесі, на Куликовому майдані міста, 
біля пам'ятника лідеру більшовиків Вла- 
діміру Леніну, ще 12-го січня тривала акція 
прихильників Віктора Януковича. Opra— 
нізаторами встановлення наметів висту-- 
пили організації, які називають себе при-- 
хильними до Української Православної 
Церкви Московського Патріархату. 

До учасників акції на підтримку Віктора 
Януковича тими днями приєдналися і намет 
обласної організації Прогресивної Соціа- 
лістичної Партії України. Тут щодня тривав 
збір коштів на підтримку так званого Комі - 
тету захисту Конституції i демократії та 
збір підписів під гаслом "Одеса-за чесні 
вибори, Одеса - проти Віктора Ющенка". 
Біля наметів дрова...І хоча акції при- 
хильників Віктора Януковича не були 
багатолюдними - серед мешканців міста 
поширювали газету "Православний теле-- 
граф, яка є виданням проросійської opra— 
нізації "Єдіноє отєчєство?. У згаданій ra— 
зеті містяться заклики до непокори і невиз-- 
нання результатів повторного голосування 
другого туру виборів Президента України. 
Головний редактор російськомовного 
«Православного телеграфа" Валерій 
Кауров стверджує, що "після приходу до 
влади Віктора Ющенка - "православних 
патріотів? очікують нові утиски росій- 
ськомовного населення..." 

Настрої у середовищі прихильників Вік- 
тора Януковича в Одесі залишаються 


незмінними. 

«Це Новоросійський край. Ви забули про 
це. Донецька, Луганська області ніколи до 
України не належали. Рідна мова - росій- 
ська. Ви про це забули. Вас слід судити за 
націоналізм. Я на власній землі. На Ново- 
росіській землі. Вона ніколи не називалася 
Україною" - такими були заяви одного 3 
прихильників Віктора Януковича. 

Жінки - прихильниці Януковича - не- 
адекватно реагували і на присутність біля 
наметового містечка кореспондента радіо 
"Свобода". На його адресу вигукували 
«геть? та заважали виконувати професійні 
обов'язки. у 

Тим часом, 12 січня активісти обласної 
організації партії "Батьківщина" mepe— 
давали Різдвяні подарунки вихованцям 
одеської школи інтернату для глухо-німих 
дітей. 

Член партійної організації Людмила 
Шамрай повідомила радіо "Свобода", що 
організована акція "покликана чинити 
добро для дітей, які цього потребують". 
Партія "Батьківщина" в Одесі планує 3po— 
бити подібні зустрічі у дитячих установах 
традиційними і висловила задоволення, що 
відтепер з'явилася можливість для орга- 
нізації акцій милосердя. До перемоги на 
виборах опозиційного кандидата більшість 
директорів одеських міських шкіл відмов-- 
ляли прихильникам Віктора Ющенка і Юлії 
Тимошенко у зустрічах і прагненні допо- 
могти дітям. 
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Court clears way for 
Yushchenko inauguration 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews)—Ukraine’s Supreme Court — 
which was mulling the appeal by presidential candi- 
date Viktor Yanukovych against the victory of his ri- 
val, Viktor Yushchenko at the time this issue of Ukrai- 
nian News went to press Jan. 19 — decided on Jan. 18 
to lift the previous week’s ban on publication of the 
official results of the Dec. 26 2004 vote, Ukrainian and 
international media reported. 

The court said the results may be published in 
“Uryadovyy Kuryer” and “Holos Ukrayiny” after Jan. 
19, thus opening the way for Yushchenko’s inaugura- 
tion. 

No date had been set as of 1:00 pm MST, Jan. 19, 
but Viktor Yushchenko announced on his website that 
he personally favours Jan. 22 because that is the holi- 
day commemorating the 1919 union of Eastern and 
Western Ukraine. 

The court decision is widely regarded as a signal that 
the court will soon reject Yanukovych’s appeal. 

“This is a brutal violation of our rights. Now we know 
what the final verdict of the court will be,” 
Yanukovych’s proxy Nestor Shufrych told AFP on Jan. 
18. 

Yanukovych filed his appeal on Jan. 14. 

This appeal, which is Yanukovych’s final attempt at 
challenging the election results, was reportedly accom- 

panied by 621 volumes of printed materials and some 
233 audio and videocassettes. 

“We are requesting that the Supreme Court consider 
the possibility of holding a repeat election,” 


Yanukovych campaign manager Taras Chornovil said. 

Yushchenko was officially declared the winner on 
Jan. 10, but he cannot be inaugurated until 
Yanukovych’s appeals to the Supreme Court for the 
result to be thrown out have been exhausted. 

The high court and the elections commission have 
already both rejected a number of appeals from 
Yanukovych, and international observers have said they 
found no evidence of massive fratd in the rerun elec- 
tion. 

“An artificial delay in the process of newly-elected 
President Viktor Yushchenko taking power is under 
way. It is a deliberate policy of Yanukovych’s team,” 
Roman Zvarych, a top Yushchenko aide, told Reuters. 

Another Yushchenko aide, Oleksander Zinchenko, 
said that the outgoing authorities were using the delay 
to steal everything down to the doorknobs of their of- 
fices. 

Meanwhile, some 6,000 people took part in a rally 
in support of former Prime Minister Yanukovych in 
Donetsk on Jan. 13, Interfax reported. 

Speakers at the rally, which was organized by the 
Progressive Socialist Party of Natalya Vitrenko, called 
for autonomy for the Donbas coal-mining region and 
for annulling the official results of the Dec. 26 presi- 
dential vote awarding victory to Yushchenko. 

Also on Jan. 13, 1,000 Yanukovych supporters held 
arally in Luhansk, another large city in eastern Ukraine. 
They adopted a resolution calling for the annulment of 
the official results of the presidential election. 


Kuchma wants to bring troops home 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On 
Jan. 10, President Leonid Kuchma 
held a meeting to discuss the dete- 
riorating situation in Iraq. Eight 
Ukrainian troops died when a bomb 
they were defusing went off acci- 
dentally on Jan. 9. Another seven 
Ukrainian troops were injured. 

Ukraine has the fourth-largest 
military contingent in Iraq and the 
largest contingent from a non- 
NATO member country. Since Au- 
gust 2003, зоте 1,600 troops have 
been deployed in central Iraq, a sec- 
tor that is under Polish overall com- 
mand. Ukrainian troops have not 
been involved in major military op- 
erations, and, until this latest inci- 
dent, Ukrainian casualties had been 
low: nine dead and 20 injured. How- 
ever, the Iraq deployment was al- 
ways controversial, and polls 
showed that most Ukrainians op- 
posed the mission. 

Kuchma instructed Defense Min- 
ister Oleksandr Kuzmuk, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Kostiantyn 
Hryshchenko, and National Security 
and Defense Council (NRBO) Sec- 
retary Volodymyr Radchenko to 
make preparations to withdraw 
Ukrainian troops during the first half 
of 2005. The 72nd Battalion would 
be repatriated in March-April with 
the remainder following by June. 

Only two days earlier, Kuzmuk had 
told Inter TV that Ukrainian troops 
would be withdrawn by the end of 
2005, i.e. after elections in Iraq, the 
establishment of a new government, 
and completed training of Iraqi se- 
curity forces. However, the deaths 
have give Kuchma an excuse to bring 
Kuzmuk’s timetable forward. 

Kuchma’s decision to recall the 
troops reflects the fact that he no 
longer needs them to curry favor 
with the Bush administration. 
Kuchma had hoped that stationing 
Ukrainian troops in Iraq would make 
the Bush administration go light on 
U.S. criticism of the rigged presiden- 
tial elections. This proved to be a 

strategic miscalculation, as U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Colin Powell led the 


West’s refusal to recognize the offi- 
cial results of the Nov. 21 runoff. 

Other post-communist states, such 
as Poland and Romania, sent troops 
to Iraq as a gesture of gratitude for 
U.S. support for the anti-communist 
opposition during the Cold War. This 
was never the case with Kuchma, 
whose only reason was to repair his 
personal image in the aftermath of 
the Gongadze murder and the 
Kolchuga radar sale to Iraq. 

During Ukraine’s 2004 presiden- 
tial elections the Iraqi issue, and for- 
eign policy in general, was eclipsed 
by domestic issues. This diversion 
was welcome to presidential hope- 
ful Prime Minister Viktor Yanuko- 
vych who, as head of the govern- 
ment, would have had to defend the 
presence of Ukrainian troops in Iraq. 

Paradoxically, challenger Viktor 
Yushchenko, who was constantly 
portrayed as an “American stooge” 
by the Kuchma-Yanukovych camp, 
strongly favored the withdrawal of 
Ukraine’s troops from Iraq. The po- 
litical agreement he signed with 
Socialist leader Oleksandr Moroz 
after round two included a clause 
stipulating that, if elected, 
Yushchenko would remove Ukrai- 
nian troops from Iraq. 

After the recent Ukrainian casu- 
alties, Yushchenko promised to pro- 
vide compensation for the families 
of those killed. A statement from his 
office reiterated that withdrawal “re- 
mains one of Yushchenko’s priori- 
ties as soon as he assumes office”. 

After Yushchenko’s inauguration, 
he plans to immediately begin con- 
sultations with the NRBO and for- 
eign partners leading to a decree 
setting out plans for withdrawal. “I 
can say that the promise made by 
Viktor Yushchenko to the Ukrainian 
people will be implemented,” 
vowed his campaign chief, 
Oleksandr Zinchenko. 

One day after Kuchma ordered 
preparations for withdrawal, the 
Ukrainian parliament voted by the 
constitutional majority of 318 to 
withdraw troops from Iraq. This 
margin surpassed that of a similar 


parliamentary resolution adopted on 
Dec. 3, which was supported by only 
234 deputies. Two pro-Kuchma fac- 
tions, Regions of Ukraine and the 
Social Democratic United Party 
members supported the Dec. 3 reso- 
lution. Most Communist and Social- 
ists backed both the Jan. 11 and the 
Dec. 3 resolutions. However, 69 out 
of 101 of Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine 
faction and 6 out of 19 of Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s faction supported the 
Jan. 11 resolution, an increase over 
the 17 Our Ukraine deputies who 
backed the Dec. 3 resolution. 

Acting Defense Minister Kuzmuk 
believes that Ukraine’s troops will 
be withdrawn by the end of June. 
But, as Kuchma will not be around 
to make any final decisions, Kuz- 
muk will also not be re-appointed 
as Defense Minister in President 
Yushchenko’s new cabinet. 

Any Ukrainian withdrawal would 
affect not only the U.S.-led opera- 
tion as a whole. It would also pose 
major difficulties for Poland, which 
has become Ukraine’s main lobby- 
ist for integration into Euro-Atlan- 
tic structures. 

On March 11, 2004, terrorists 
killed 201 people using ten bombs 
deployed in three train stations in 
Madrid. Three days later, the Span- 
ish Socialist Workers Party won par- 
liamentary elections on a platform 
that called for the withdrawal of 
Spanish troops from Iraq. With 
1,300 troops, Spain had the fifth- 
largest contingent in Iraq. With that 
contingent gone, a withdrawal of 
1,600 Ukrainian troops from Iraq 
would be even more painful for the 
U.S.-led Coalition. 
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Yanukovych supporters 
pitch tents in Donetsk 


(RFE/RL)—Some 5,000 people took part in a rally in Donetsk on Jan. 
18 to express support for former Prime Minister Yanukovych, whom they 
believe to be the elected president of Ukraine, the “Ukrayinska pravda” 
website reported. 

Yanukovych’s supporters had also pitched some 90 tents on Donetsk’s 
central square during the previous week. 

They were collecting signatures under a petition to hold a referendum 
on establishing a federal system in Ukraine. 

According to ITAR-TASS, more than 50,000 Donetsk residents signed 
up by Jan. 18. 

Meanwhile, the residents of a tent camp on Khreshchatyk, Kyiv’s main 
thoroughfare, began dismantling their tents, following a Jan. 15 directive 
from President-elect Yushchenko, the “Ukrayinska pravda” website re- 
ported on Jan. 18, quoting Yushchenko’s spokeswoman Tetyana Mokridi. 

Mokridi said some 100 tents are still remaining on Khreshchatyk, out 
of more than 450 pitched there by Yushchenko’s supporters after the sec- 
ond presidential election round on Nov. 21 2004. 

According to Ukrainian news agencies, some residents of the tent camp 
on Khreshchatyk have decided to remain there until Yushchenko’s inau- 
guration. 


МР says top officials 
sold arms to Iraq 


(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—MP Hryhoriy Omelchenko has 
sent an inquiry to Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun and Security 
Service of Ukraine [SBU] chairman Thor Smeshko asking them to pro- 
vide full information to parliament regarding the illegal export of military 
hardware and cruise missiles in 1999-2001 by officials at Ukrspetseksport 
and the SBU. The text of the inquiry was read out at parliament’s plenary 
meeting by speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn. 

The inquiry, which Omelchenko also forwarded to UNIAN, says that 
the SBU has completed a pre-trial investigation of a criminal case against 
former SBU employee У. Yevdokymov, who is accused of smuggling weap- 
ons to Iran in 1999-2001. 

High-ranking Ukrspetseksport and SBU officials were involved in the 
illegal arms sales. President Leonid Kuchma was aware of the arms sales, 
which were sanctioned by him [the inquiry says]. The criminal case is 
being heard at a closed meeting of the Kyiv Region Court of Appeal. 
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ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


On Dec. 14, as most of the Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nity was gearing up for the run off elections in Ukraine, Judy 
Sgro, then Minister of Citizenship & Immigration, was in- 
structing the Clerk of the Privy Council to place the Wasyl 
Odynsky matter before Cabinet as she was recommending 
the revocation of his citizenship. Odynsky’s family received 
the letter on Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve. 

The timing of this event is of course consistent with the 
sadistic schedule that Max Wolpert of the War Crimes Unit 
appears to delight in. Consider that in the last few years, 
Wolpert has chosen the Friday before the Victoria Day week- 
end in 2002, Christmas Eve in 2002, the day before the Canada 
Day long weekend in 2003, the day before the Labour Day 
long weekend in 2003 and Christmas Eve again in 2004, to 
harass the Odynsky family with notices that this matter is 
proceeding to Cabinet or to demand further written submis- 
sions from his counsel. Just in case he had nothing to harass 
the Odynsky’s with on the remaining family holidays, he 
would dispatch the RCMP to their home with surprise visits 
presumably to check if Odynsky still lived at the same ad- 
dress, but more likely to harass and frighten an elderly and ill 
man and his wife. 

Sgro’s actions fly in the face of statements made by her in 
meetings with representatives of the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity wherein she acknowledged that the current process 
of denaturalization and deportation was inherently flawed and 
that at a minimum, the decision to revoke citizenship should 
be a judicial, not a political one. 

Sgro is also on the record in the House, most recently on 
Novy. 23, when in response to questioning by David Ander- 
son on-the work of the Standing Committee on Citizenship 
and Immigration she stated: 

“Certainly, in terms of a revocation process, I want to make 
sure it’s transparent, it’s open, and that people understand that 
it’s an open, fair, and just process. And that’s part of what our 
new legislation, frankly, is going to move forward in that di- 
rection.” 

Her actions are all the more алавтерчвазяойнів | in light of 
_ the recent decision of the Federal Court of Appeal in 
Oberlander v. Canada (Attorney General), released on May 
31, 2004, wherein the Court examined the standard of review 
applied by the Governor in Council/Cabinet in the Oberlander 
matter, a case not dissimilar to the Odynsky case, and found 
it wanting in three respects. 

First, the Court found that the denaturalization and depor- 
tation proceedings against Oberlander were commenced con- 
trary to the government’s “no safe haven” policy which stated 
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Government must respect Charter of Rights 


Editorial 
that the D & D proceedings would only be used in cases of 
suspected war criminals. In the case of Oberlander (and 
Odynsky) there was no evidence of war criminality and there- 
fore, the Court ruled that Cabinet had to justify why the case 
was commenced in the first place. 

Second, the Court held that Cabinet failed to consider the 
humanitarian and other mitigating grounds which were raised 
before Cabinet — advanced age, family ties, health, good 
character and exemplary contribution to Canadian society — 
all of which were noted by the hearing judge and which were 
the subject of further submissions to Cabinet, at the specific 
invitation of Cabinet. In Oberlander, having invited these sub- 
missions, Cabinet did not make any reference to thein in the 
Order revoking Oberlander’s citizenship, and the Court sent 
the matter back with instructions to consider these factors, 
thus signaling that these are important mitigating factors. 

Finally, the Court pointed out the obvious — that the Min- 
isters of Citizenship & Immigration and Justice cannot be 
both judge and jury and they had no business being at the 
Cabinet table on the day Oberlander’s citizenship was re- 
voked. 

But most compellingly, how can any right-minded Cana- 
dian, imbued with a respect for the rule of law, agree that 
Odynsky should be deprived of that most fundamental right, 
that of citizenship, when in March 2001, Justice Andrew 
MacKay found that Odynsky was: 

» not a war criminal; | 

» not a Nazi; 

» had been forcibly conscripted as a teenager to serve in ап 
unarmed unit, under threat of death to him, his family and 
their neighbours; 

e had never hurt any one, anywhere, at any time; and 

рад been an exemplary citizen of Canada for over 50 years. 

This irony is that this is a family that was doubly victim- 
ized, as Mrs. Odynsky was also a victim of the Nazi regime, 
having been rounded up as a young girl and press-ganged to 
perform forced labour for the Nazis. 

It is clear that the former Minister of Citizenship & Immi- 
gration signed the Odynsky letter in a last ditch attempt to 
save her political hide in the wake of the so-called Strippergate 
Scandal. Not much of a scandal, but she was targeted for her 
unwillingness to cooperate with the scam that is Canada’s 
War crime unit. But Judy should have known that ultimately, 


she would be sacrificed on the political altar of expediency 
and that it would have been better to stay true to her prin- 
ciples and not send this ill-conceived case back to Cabinet. 

As her successor, Joe Volpe, has yet to be briefed on this 
matter, we will give him the benefit of the doubt for now, but 
hope that he makes the morally right decision. 

Let’s take a closer look at the track record of Canada’s war 
crimes unit. 

The 5" Annual Report of the War Crimes Program states 
that: “In 1985, the government established the Deschénes 
Commission of Inquiry on War Criminals which produced 
three lists of suspects containing 883 names. The principal 
recommendation of Mr. Justice Deschénes was that the RCMP 
and the Department of Justice be mandated to carry out in- 
vestigations of these suspects”. The reality is that the 
Deschénes Commission recommended that 622 of those 883 
cases be closed immediately. This is a far cry from the thou- 
sands of war criminals alleged by Sol Littman to be hiding in 
Canada — the infamous “400 per cent exaggeration.” 

The Report further states that the War Crimes Program deals 
with “alleged war criminals and persons who have commit- 
ted crimes against humanity.” In fact, the Government of 
Canada has been unable to convict one single Canadian of 
committing war crimes or crimes against humanity during 
WWIL. In 1995, to save face and appease the Jewish lobby, 
the government introduced a new strategy of denaturaliza- 
tion and deportation. Under the guise of dealing with the is- 
sue of alleged war crimes, D&D proceedings only address 
the issue of whether a Canadian citizen had obtained citizen- 
ship through misrepresentation. 

The Report perpetrates two basic myths which are essen- 
tial to the War Crimes Industry: that there are thousands of 
war criminals amongst us and that the War Crimes Unit is 
successfully prosecuting them. Neither is true, but those who 
dare to say so are often labeled as anti-Semitic for exposing 
the fact that the emperor has no clothes. 

The Ukrainian Canadian community calls not only upon 
Volpe to make the right decision, but also upon Prime Minis- 
ter Pail Martin, to personally review this matter. We cannot 
believe that the same man whom we know to have a pro- 
found respect for the rule of law and who unequivocally sup- 
ported the democratic process in Ukraine, can now face the 
million strong Ukrainian Canadian community and tell them 
that he supports a process which violates the Canadian Char- 
ter of Rights. 

We call upon the Prime Minister and his Government to do 
the right thing. 


Details emerge of second Russia plot to assassinate Yushchenko 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—As 
newly elected president, Viktor 
Yushchenko knows that Ukraine- 
Russia relations will be one of the 
most difficult issues he faces. The 
Economist advised Yushchenko, “to 
kiss and make up with Russia and 
Vladimir Putin, who backed Mr. 
Yanukovych and has thus been hu- 
miliated by his defeat.” Such recon- 
ciliation will- be far easier said than 
done. Russia is reportedly behind 
two attempts on Yushchenko’s life, 
one through poisoning and a second 
with a bomb. Yushchenko alluded 
to the latter plot when he said, 
“Those who wanted to blow myself 
up did not undertake it, because they 


came too close and could have 
blown themselves up”. 

While details of the poisoning are 
better known, evidence of the bomb 
threat has only just come to light in 
a documentary on Channel Five, a 
Ukrainian television station sympa- 
thetic to Yushchenko. Details aired 
in the weekly “Zakryta Zona” 
(Closed Zone) documentary, under 
the suitable title “Terrorists”. 

During last year’s election cam- 
paign a still-unexplained bomb deto- 
nated in Kyiv, killing one person and 
injuring dozens more. The Kuchma 
government blamed the Ukrainian 
People’s Party (UNP), a member of 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc, for 
the attack. Explosives were also 
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planted during searches of the of- 
fices of opposition youth groups. 
The Security Service (SBU) and In- 
terior Ministry (MVS) have now ad- 
mitted that charges of “terrorism” 
against the UNP and youth groups 
were false. 

According to Channel Five, the 
real terrorists were the authorities, 
conspiring with the Russian security 
services (FSB). It would be naive to 
believe that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin was unaware of the 
plot. An illicitly transcribed telephone 
conversation, cited at length in the 
“Zakryta Zona” documentary, be- 
tween a Ukrainian informant and an 
FSB officer showed how the Russian 
authorities were fully aware of the 
dirty tricks being used by Russian 
political advisors working for Ukrai- 
nian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych. The “advisors,” such as 
Gleb Pavlovsky and Marat Gelman, 
worked with Yanukovych’s shadow 
campaign headquarters, headed by 
Deputy Prime Minister Andriy 
Kluyev. Presidential administration 
head and Social Democratic United 
Party (SDPUo) leader Viktor 
Medvedchuk served as Gelman and 
Pavlovsky’s principal contact. The 
taped conversation reveals that 
Gelman and Pavlovsky considered 
assassination to be a legitimate cam- 
paign strategy. The FSB officer on the 
tape specifically discusses the poi- 
soning of Yushchenko. 

The bomb attempt may have been 
conceived after the poison failed to 
kill Yushchenko before election day. 
Plans for the bomb attack were dis- 
covered when a spetsnaz unit of the 
State Defense Service (DSO) was 
sent to investigate a burglar alarm. 
The alarm went off near one of the 


three offices used by the Yush- 
chenko campaign. The DSO noticed 
a car with Russian license plates and 
asked the two occupants for their 
documents. After a check of their 
Russian and Ukrainian passports re- 
vealed them to be false, a search of 
the car’s trunk found three kilos of 
plastic explosives, enough to destroy 
everything within a 500-meter radius. 

Both passengers were arrested and 
a subsequent investigation unmasked 
them as Mikhail M. Shugay and 
Marat B. Moskvitin, Russian citizens 
from the Moscow region. Their only 
contact in Moscow had been a cer- 
tain “Surguchov” who had hired 
them in September for the bombing 
operation against Yushchenko and 
his ally, Yulia Tymoshenko. The ter- 
rorists were to receive $50,000 after 
the bomb plot was completed. After 
smuggling the explosives through the 
Russian-Ukrainian border, both FSB 
operatives set up a safe house in the 
village of Dudarkiv, 15 kilometers 
from Kyiv. A search of these pre- 
mises found pistols, radio equipment, 
and bomb-making instructions. 

The plot thickens with additional 
taped telephone conversations 
played in the “Zakryta Zona” docu- 
mentary. These conversations were 
made by the SBU during the elec- 
tions and handed over to Yush- 
chenko after round two. Kluyev is 
heard discussing with unknown in- 
dividuals the whereabouts of 
Yushchenko’s office and where the 
leadership of the Yushchenko camp 
meets. The documentary’s produc- 
ers believe that Kluyev sought this 
intelligence to pass on to the Rus- 
sian assassination team, so that 
bombs could be placed to murder 
not only Yushchenko, but also other 


members of his team, such as 
Tymoshenko. 

Increasing evidence points to 
Russian involvement in Yush- 
chenko’s poisoning. In December 
Yushchenko’s doctors in Vienna 
concluded that he had, in fact, been 
poisoned by TCDD, the most toxic 
form of dioxin. His dioxin level was 
6,000 times higher than normal and 
the second highest recorded in his- 
tory. Alexander V. Litvinenko, who 
served in the KGB and the FSB be- 
fore defecting to the United King- 
dom, has revealed that the FSB has 
a secret laboratory in Moscow that 
specializes in poisons. A former dis- 
sident scientist now living in the 
United States, Vil S. Mirzayanoy, re- 
ported that this institute studied di- 
oxins while developing defoliants 
for the military. (TCDD was a com- 
ponent of Agent Orange.) SBU de- 
fector Valeriy Krawchenko also 
pointed to this FSB laboratory as the 
likely source of the dioxin that poi- 
soned Yushchenko . 

Yushchenko has alleged that the 
poisoning took place during a Sept. 
5, 2004, dinner at the home of then- 
deputy SBU chairman Volodymyr 
Satsyuk, a member of the SDPUo. 
This again reveals the involvement 
of Medvedchuk and Russian politi- 
cal advisors working for Yanu- 
kovych. Not surprisingly, Satsyuk 
and Kluyev have hurriedly aban- 
doned their government positions to 
return to parliament, where they 
enjoy immunity. 

Russia’s involvement in two ter- 
rorist attacks in Ukraine, a poison- 
ing and bombing, make a mockery 
of Putin’s alleged commitment to 
work alongside the United States in 
the international war on terrorism. 
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Rivals for PM’s post deny coalition split 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Two major rivals for the post of the 
prime minister dismissed speculations Jan. 17 of a brewing 
split in the coalition that had led opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko to spectacular victory at presidential election. 

Petro Poroshenko and Yulia Tymoshenko indicated they 
would accept any nomination to be suggested by Yushchenko, 
easing concerns that the possible disagreement could over- 
shadow the new government. 

Poroshenko and Tymoshenko, who had a lunch together 
late Jan. 16 to iron out the disagreements, are thought to be in 
a big competition for the post of the prime minister. 

“There are no conflicts, no misunderstanding within the 
team of the winners,” Poroshenko said. “We remain to be 
one strong family.” 


rose high after Tymoshenko’s tough comments early Jan. 15 
that Yushchenko would have to nominate her for the post. 

Tymoshenko cited a secret agreement signed by her and 
Yushchenko in June‘2004 that had helped to create the coali- 
tion by preventing Tymoshenko from running independently 
for the presidency. 

Poroshenko, asked about the agreement by reporters Jan. 
17, admitted its existence, but added that it had contained 
obligations from each party. He refused to elaborate. 

Media reports, citing undisclosed sources, said the agree- 
ment had called for Tymoshenko’s nomination in the event of 
Yushchenko winning the election in the first round on Oct. 31. 

Meanwhile, Tymoshenko indicated that she would not turn 
into opposition to Yushchenko even if she fails to get the post 


"1 do not want to be in opposition,” Tymoshenko said in an 
interview with Polish newspaper Tygodnik Powszechny pub- 
lished Jan. 17. “If you mean the functions that I or my team 
will be implementing in the new government, then this is not 
the reason to go in opposition.” 

Both, Tymoshenko and Poroshenko indicated that they 
would accept any candidacy nominated by Yushchenko. 

“T think Viktor Andriyovych [Yushchenko] understands all 
responsibility that falls on his shoulders while defining the 
team... in the structure of the state power in Ukraine,” 
Poroshenko said. 

Meanwhile, discussions over the possible nomination for 
the prime minister are likely to continue through the end of 
January, according to Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr 


The speculations over the possible disagreements in the team 


The Gas 


of the prime minister. 


Princess 


Yuliya Tymoshenko leaves few unmoved 


By Jeremy Bransten 

(RFE/RL)—She has compared herself to 
Joan of Are and called outgoing Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kuchma a “red-haired cock- 
roach.” 

But Yuliya Tymoshenko can turn on the 
charm and win over an audience — even in 
enemy territory — as she demonstrated with 
a recent visit to the eastern city of Donetsk. 

At the height of opposition demonstrations 
in Kyiv in December 2004 that forced a re- 
run of the presidential election, adoring 
crowds dubbed her the “Orange Princess.” 

Tymoshenko portrays herself as a tough- 
talking crusader, a passionate Ukrainian na- 
tionalist, and woman of the people who is on 
а mission to clean up the country’s morass of 
government and business corruption. 

It has been an amazing transformation. 

A decade ago, Tymoshenko had no nation- 
alist credentials. In fact, she spoke no Ukrai- 
nian and had no more than a pragmatic inter- 
est in politics. A trained economist from the 
eastern city of Dnipropetrivsk, she used her 
connections to former Prime Minister Pavlo 
Lazarenko to build a natural gas trading em- 
pire that made her the country’s richest busi- 
nesswoman (the dubbed the “Gas Princess’’) 
— until her ambitions ran up against the de- 
signs of President Leonid Kuchma. 

RFE/RL regional analyst Jan Maksymiuk 
explains: “In the 1990s, Tymoshenko was 
generally perceived as one of the most pow- 
erful oligarchs in Ukraine. Reportedly, in 
1996, when she was the chairwoman of 
Ukraine’s Unified Energy Systems, her com- 
-pany controlled one-fourth of the Ukrainian 
economy. But then she got into conflict with 


other oligarchs who were supported by 


Kuchma, and her career as a businesswoman 
ended.” 

While her career as a businesswoman may 
have been cut short, she proved more deft 
than Lazarenko, who had to step down. He 
ended up fleeing the country, only to be tried 
and convicted on 29 extortion and money- 
laundering charges in the United States, 
which he is now appealing. 

In 1999, Tymoshenko joined the new re- 
formist cabinet of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko and turned against her former 
business partners with a vengeance. 
Tymoshenko was credited with forcing 
Ukraine’s energy sector to pay back some 
US$2 billion into state coffers and stripping 
the oligarchs of some of their power. 

Soon after she left the government in 2001, 
her legal troubles began. She was indicted 
on fraud and money-laundering charges and 
jailed for several weeks. A Kyiv judge even- 
tually dismissed the charges against her. 

Still, questions remain over what happened 
to Tymoshenko’s share of the Unified Energy 
System profits. 

“Nobody knows for sure. At one time, she 
was indicted for channeling more than $1 
billion dollars abroad to foreign accounts. 
Some of those accounts were controlled by 
the infamous former Ukrainian Prime Min- 


ister Pavlo Lazarenko. She was also indicted 
for gas smuggling, tax evasion, and a lot of 
other crimes. But she was able to shake off 
all those allegations. Everybody believes that 
she’s a very rich person in Ukraine. But ap- 
parently, she doesn’t pursue any business ac- 
tivity right now,” Maksymiuk says. 

Observers say Tymoshenko’s short time in 
prison and the destruction of her business 
empire by Kuchma’s allies — which she calls 
politically motivated persecution — had a 
profound psychological impact. 

While such events might have crushed 
weaker personalities, Tymoshenko used them 
as a springboard to forge a new identity as 
an opposition crusader and born-again nation- 
alist advocate, complete with traditionally 
braided hair and flawless Ukrainian. 

So who is the real Tymoshenko? Cunning 
business woman or genuine reformer? 

That has yet to be determined. But one 
thing is for certain. She is one of the smart- 
est public figures in Ukraine and has always 
been fiercely determined to attain her goals 
— be they in business or politics. 

“No doubt she’s a pragmatist. But she’s 
also a very passionate and determined prag- 
matist, and whatever she sets her eyes on, she 
goes for it in a big way — in a very deter- 
mined, systematic, and effective way,” says 
Kataryna Wolczuk, a Ukraine analyst at 
Britain’s University of Birmingham. 

“So from that point of view, when she was 
a “gas princess,’ she did it in an extremely 
competent way — milking the system to the 
extent it was possible under Lazarenko. When 
she became the deputy prime minister and 
tried to deal with the system which was cre- 
ated in the mid-1990s, again she was ex- 
tremely competent and effective. And she 
trampled on many vested interests in Ukraine. 
So, in a way, she is a pragmatist, but what- 
ever she does, she does it without compro- 
mising, and that’s perhaps her greatest 
strength. But from the outgoing regime’s 
point of view, it’s the greatest threat she pre- 

sents to them.” 


Lytvyn. 


The Chocolate King 


Petro Poroshenko aims for Yushchenko’s first prize 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian lawmaker and busi- 
nessman Petro Poroshenko announced on 
Channel 5 Jan. 6 that he is prepared to accept 
the post of prime minister from Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

Just who is Petro Poroshenko? To begin 
with, Poroshenko is the owner of the Chan- 
nel 5 television: station, which has made a 
huge propagandistic contribution to the suc- 
cess of the Yushchenko-driven “Orange 
Revolution” in Ukraine. Channel 5 was the 
country’s only television channel sympathetic 
to Yushchenko’s presidential bid throughout 
the 2004 election campaign and in the first 
week of the “Orange Revolution” that fol- 
lowed the Nov. 21 second election round. It 
was only in the second week of the ongoing 
protests that journalists on other television 
channels, both private and state-controlled, 
launched a rebellion against official censor- 
ship and started to cover events in Ukraine 
in a more unbiased manner. Channel 5 spear- 
headed a major breakthrough in Ukraine’s 
electronic media toward more pluralistic and 
objective news coverage. 

Also notable is that Poroshenko is a very 
rich businessman, and his financial contri- 
bution to the Yushchenko presidential cam- 
paign — in addition to that from Tymoshenko 
— has surely been hefty, although we will 
most likely never learn exactly who paid what 
in sponsoring Yushchenko’s campaign. 
Poroshenko runs the Ukrprominvest concern, 
which includes five confectionary plants and 
a business that sells foreign-made automo- 
biles and motorcycles, and also manufactures 
domestic motor vehicles and ships. 
Poroshenko is the largest manufacturer of 
confectionery in Ukraine and has been 
dubbed the country’s “Chocolate King.” He 
once said that “more than US$100 million” 
has been invested in Ukrprominvest. 

Asked by Channel 5 to comment on 
Yushchenko’s requirement that the next prime 
minister not have business connections, 
Poroshenko said that he has no business in- 
terests “from a formal point of view.” This 
may be true to some extent. According to 
some Ukrainian media, a significant part of 
the Ukrprominvest property legally belongs 
to Petro Poroshenko’s father, Oleksiy 
Poroshenko, who is now general director of 
Ukrprominvest. 

Poroshenko was born on Sept. 26, 1965 in 
the city of Bolhrad, Odesa Oblast. He debuted 
in big politics in March 1998, when he was 
elected to the Verkhovna Rada from a first- 
past-the-post constituency in Vinnytsya 
Oblast. At that time, Poroshenko was а mem- 
ber of the Social Democratic Party-united 
(SDPU-o) led by Viktor Medvedchuk and 
was on its Political Bureau. In 2000, 
Poroshenko quit the SDPU-o and formed its 
own parliamentary caucus, called Solidarity, 
and a political party called the Party of Soli- 
darity of Ukraine. By the end of 2000 his 
party joined the Party of Regions of Ukraine 
(now headed by Yanukovych), of which he 


become a cochairman. In 2001, Poroshenko 
left the Party of Regions, recast his former 
party into a Solidarity Party and joined 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine election bloc. 
Poroshenko become manager of the Our 
Ukraine parliamentary election staff in 2002 
and, after being elected to the Verkhovna 
Rada in March 2002, became head of the 
Budget Committee. 

Poroshenko, who was deputy manager of 
Yushchenko’s presidential campaign in 2004, 
is generally described as a very influential 
person in the Yushchenko entourage and seen 
as a moderate, particularly in comparison 
with radical populist Tymoshenko. Although 
Poroshenko has kept a low profile in politics 
so far, his maneuverings in party politics and 
the Verkhovna Rada have demonstrated as a 
minimum that he is capable of forging po- 
litical alliances with oligarchic groups, a tal- 
ent that no doubt boosts his stock as a poten- 
tial prime minister. Poroshenko’s very good 
political relations with parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn are also an advantage, es- 
pecially as Lytvyn’s 30-strong Popular Agrar- 
ian Party parliamentary caucus is tapped to 
join a pro-Yushchenko coalition in parlia- 
ment. 

What can be seen as Poroshenko’s most 
serious shortcoming as a candidate for the 
top cabinet job is his strong business con- 
nections, despite the fact that he may be “for- 
mally” free of them. Too many businessmen 
in Ukraine seem to perceive Yushchenko’s 
victory as an opportunity for revenge against 
the oligarchs who supported the Kuchma- 
Yanukovych regime and for a “redivision” 
of the spheres of economic influence under 
the new regime. Therefore, Poroshenko may 
not be totally free of the temptation to mete 
out “economic justice” and promote his 
“wronged” associates to the posts and ben- 
efits they were denied during the era of Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma. Yushchenko does not 
need a war with Ukrainian oligarchs, but their 
cooperation, primarily in replenishing the 
state budget. 


Go to: 
www.cossackwordwarrior.com 
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10224 - 174 Ave 
Edmonton, Alberta T5X 5W5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


R.J.'s Tours 


Check out our winter tours to Cuba, Hawaii and 
Australia/New Zealand 


Ukraine Tours 2005 


Western Ukraine Tours (All inclusive) 
June 6-20, 2005 
July 4-18, 2005 
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Oksana bids farewell to 
Canada after heart surgery 


By Bill Graveland 


(CP)—A 10-year-old Ukrainian girl who has spent x 
the best part of three years in Alberta for a series of [aj 


heart operations bid a happy farewell Jan. 5 as she left 
Calgary to return home. 

“T feel good, thank you,” said Oksana Olinyk, add- 
ing the best thing about going home was the chance to 
“see my brother and my father.” Oksana and her mother, 
Nataliya, will arrive home in Ukraine on Jan. 7, Ukrai- 
nian Christmas. 

Having two Christmases this year is a special treat 
for the petite 10-year-old who didn’t speak a word of 
English when she first arrived in Alberta. 

During the holidays in Canada, she got dolls, clothes 
and a Harry Potter watch. 

“Tt is very good,” she said. “It is on Ukraine time.” 

The Olinyks will land in Kyiv with six months of 
medication and the promise of another year’s worth to 
be forwarded in the spring. 

“Thank you everybody, thank you Canada and thank 
you Alberta,” said the mother. 

Oksana, who was born with a hole in her heart, had 
already undergone three surgeries in Europe before 
coming to Canada in 2002 on a grant from the charity 
Medical Mercy Canada for a life-saving operation. That 
surgery replaced two valves, repaired another and gave 
the girl a pacemaker. 

At the time, doctors were thrilled with her prognosis 
and predicted a normal life for the girl. 

But a botched dental procedure in Ukraine a year 
ago left Oksana with a deadly infection that undid much 
of the work that had been done in Canada. Doctors in 
Edmonton had to again repair three valves in her heart. 

In early December, doctors gave her a clean bill of 
health to return to Ukraine but with orders to come back 
for critical check-ups every 18 months. 

Calgary cardiology pediatrician Dr. Michael Guiffre 
said he believes his patient should finally be able to 


PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 
Oksana Olinyk 


live a normal life. 

Walter Chayka of Medical Mercy Canada agreed that 
Oksana should be able to have a normal childhood. 

But Kathy Shuttleworth, who first brought the girl 
to Canada, said she’s now a different person. 

“She was in a wheelchair,’ Shuttleworth said of 
Oksana’s first visit to Canada. “She was like a little 
barrel, she had so much body fluid. (She) could barely 
say hello and look at her now.” 


July 30 - August 13, 2005 
FULLY ESCORTED 


Dnipro River & Black Sea Cruise 
August 12-25, 2005 
27 day "Holiday of a lifetime" in Ukraine 
2 week tour of western Ukraine followed by the 2 week cruise 
July 30 to August 25 


Annual tour to Great Britain 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales - June 10, 2005 


10224-174 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5W5 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm, Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins” 


AYE ona 5 Parish members with Bishop ота 


St. Vladimir’s sings for bishop 


(St. Vladimir’s )—What better way to ensure the preservation of beau- 
tiful Ukrainian Christian traditions and koliadas associated with the Christ- 
mas season than by involving the youth? 

For 28 years St. Vladimir’s Parish in Edmonton, under the direction of 
Very Rev. Fr. Michael Kowalchyk, has prepared the Vertep (Christmas 
Story Pageant in Ukrainian) accompanied by koliadas. The presentation 
of the Vertep is a Ukrainian tradition dating from the 16th century. St. 
Vladimir’s children’s Vertep has been presented annually at seniors’ homes, 
nursing homes, hospitals, and on CKER radio, in the city of Edmonton 
and in surrounding rural areas within a 240 radius of Edmonton. 


Be h pired.. 


_ Experience a 
ss Education! 


Open House 


February 8 & 9, 2005 


animes! a ey This year, instead of the traditional Vertep, it was decided to participate 
Join us to explore our college in another Ukrainian tradition — that of visiting the local bishop and sing- 
campus and discem your call to ing koliadas for him. On Jan. 2 St. Vladimir’s Children’s Choir, under the 
theological studies. direction of Julian Nahnybida, met at the Chancery Building to sing 
koliadas and extend traditional best wishes for 2005 to Most Reverend 
; нор Bishop Lawrence. After the children’s performance, St. Vladimir's Adult 
: Display вана Choir and other parishioners also sang koliadas and visited with Bishop 
і Door ee. Lawrence. 
* Free Lunch For more information, contact: - x 
pide ae п нн ка оо Candidates report election expenses 
; ро ффім et міс Theological адоррином З лвИАЕООГКОГі (RFE/RL)— President-elect Yushchenko spent 16.8 million hryvnias 
College з 4 a reece as big оо ar ee his піч Час зм 
enced ie i оси, spent 14.4 million hryvnias ($2.7 million), Interfax reported, citing the 
eveyone yecone) ра paki ag official financial знан published in the Jan. 14 issues of “Holos Ukrayiny” 


and “Uryadovyy Kuryer.” 
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ESO celebrates Ukrainian Christmas 


By Mykhailo Doschak 

Jan. 8, I was fortunate to attend an extraor- 
dinary arts concert in Edmonton that cel- 
ebrated Ukrainian Christmas, but on the 
grandest scale! Imagine ... a selection of your 
favorite Ukrainian Christmas carols per- 
formed by an entire symphony orchestra, with 
vocal accompaniment from a selection of 
Edmonton’s elite choral ensembles — all this, 
plus a few surprises, performed in the 
Winspear Centre. 

Produced by the Edmonton Symphony Or- 
chestra (ESO), the event was jointly organized 
by the ESO Chief Executive Officer, Elaine 
Calder, and the former chair of the board An- 
drew Hladyshevsky Q.C., who also served as 
the evening’s host and who is currently the 
President of the Ukrainian Canadian Foun- 
dation of Taras Shevchenko (one of the event’s 
sponsors). Together they assembled a formi- 
dable display of artistic talent that would ri- 
val many arts festivals — most of them from 
this wonderful multicultural city of ours! 

The concert commenced with the ESO per- 
forming a medley of traditional Ukrainian 
Christmas carols. Within the first five bars of 
Boh Predvichnyj (God Is Eternal), the audi- 
ence was stirred to its feet — so unexpected 
was the power of centuries old folklore in all 
its orchestral glory, the masses were certain 
this was an anthem of some form. Followed 
by the harmonious carol Nova Radist Stala 
(A New Joy Has Come) sung by a hundred- 
strong children’s chorus from Edmonton’s 
Ukrainian Bilingual Schools, one couldn’t re- 
sist being moved with the Christmas spirit. 
And then the world premiere of an intriguing 
Malanka (New Years dance) suite of original 
music by Ukrainian Canadian composer Willi 
Zwozdesky, sung by the Ukrainian Male Cho- 
tus of Edmonton, raised the tempo enough to 
introduce the relief of dance. 

A dancer of many years myself, I took great 
interest in the evening’s guest performance 
by Edmonton’s world-renown Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers. And they did not disap- 
point! Their opening courtly dance, a revised 
excerpt from their immensely successful 
“Cinderella’ stage production was pure beauty 
in movement and presentation. Given a mere 
strip of stage on which to perform, Shumka 
restaged their dance pieces wonderfully, with 
the dancers rising to the challenge of a flaw- 
less performance under trying conditions. 

The ESO was conducted by guest Maestro 
Claude Lapalme, born in Montreal, and cur- 
rently the Music Director for the Red Deer 
Symphony Orchestra. Lapalme also arranged 
many of the pieces that evening. What an 
outstanding performance he gave, superlatives 
fall short of describing the skills of this el- 
egant and energetic rising star in the world of 
classical music. What impressed most was the 
masterful control he maintained over tiers of 
performers — above, behind, and horseshoed 
around him, and how good his rapport with 
the ESO. The strings section were the high- 
light of the evenings orchestral experience, 
with velvety smooth tones in perfect unison, 


Top: Edmonton’s Ukrainian Bilingual 
Schools with the ESO; Right: John Stetch; 
Bottom: Ukrainian Shumka Dancers. 
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and rich with the power of Slavic melodies, 
unlocking music from another part of the 
world to us here in the western prairies of 
Canada. And there was no respite, for shortly 
followed the immensely popular “Carol of the 
Bells”, accompanied beautifully and with 
presence by the Edmonton Dnipro Choir, and 
conducted by Maria Dytyniak. This particu- 
lar arrangement was by Canadians David Fos- 
ter and Willi Zwozdesky, but the melody used 
in “Carol of the Bells” was originally com- 
posed by the Ukrainian Mykola Leontovych, 
an important detail which was highlighted this 
evening. 

The second half changed gears, introduc- 
ing world class jazz pianist, John Stetch. 
Edmonton born, and currently working in 


New York, Stetch played several original 
compositions with his trademark ‘hand in the 
cookie jar’ form of piano string manipulation 
awing the crowd to complete silence before 
the storm of applause. Soprano Svetlana Sech 
also gave an impressive virtuoso vocal per- 
formance of Mozart’s “Exultate, jubilate: 
Alleluia” , with the Dnipro choir providing a 
powerful chorus. 

The final surprise for the evening was a 
guest conductor appearance by Gene 
Zwozdesky, currently Alberta’s Minister for 
Education, but earlier Music Director with 
both the Shumka and Cheremosh dancers. 
Conducting the show-stopping dance finalé 
Hopak, this audience was impressed with the 
tempo and familiarity Zwozdesky maintained 


with the ESO, through the ever increasing 
octaves of an accomplished orchestral ar- 
rangement that he himself penned so many 
years before in artistic creativity. 

With ticket prices around the $36 range, the 
concert was very affordable for a performance 
of the symphony orchestra, and with so many 
extra featured artists. As such, this concert 
“sold out” overa week before the show and 
played to a full house. If the ESO repeat this 
successful venture next Christmas, be sure to 
book in advance. The City of Edmonton had 
much to be proud of that evening, with its 
Ukrainian heritage a crown of glory on dis- 
play for all to enjoy! And often described as 
the “Jewel of Edmonton”, it was evident how 
brilliantly the ESO sparkled. 


UKRAINIAN FILM FESTIVAL 


Citadel Theatre - Zeidler Hall 
9828 101 Avenue - Edmonton, AB 


1S] Presented by: 
(NB) we Ukrainian Professional and Business Association of Edmonton 


February 3, 2005 
$15 The Voice of Herbs inci. wine 8 Cheese Reception 6:30 PM 


7:30 PM 


Clairvoyant Shabunicha feels her end is near and bestows her magic powers 
to the young Laija who is at first reluctant to accept the prospect of an 
tsolated existence at one with nature. 


February 4, 2005 


$8 Adult 
$6 Child 


Golden Fever 
Aman who served in the Soviet Secret Service, makes a bullet from 
Kolymian gold as a present for uncle Joe Stalin. Unfortunately the golden 


7:30 PM 


bullet pierces the fabric of decades and takes the fife of the man's grandson. 


Requiem for January 
A chance encounter causes a man to reflect on what he loved most in his 
native homeland, Will he find his way home...? 


February 6, 2005 


$8 Adult 


$6 Child 
in 2000-2001. 


Face Of Protest 
This film tells the story of the mass civic protests that took place in Ukraine 


5:00 PM 


Between Hitler and Stalin 


The titanic struggle on the territory of Ukraine between Nazi Germany and 
Soviet Russia. A story of international intrigue, unspeakable horror, inhumanity 


and sacrifice. 


& carrvat Cry Savincs 


‘URnuinian Canadian Research gua прово Ко 
« EMBASSY OF ОККАМЕ 
АМАЇА 


Documentation Center 


INC. 


$26 Festival Package 
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Після "Євробачення" 
Ющенко проведе в 
y ee e e e (25) e e 
країні Олімпійські ігри 

(Українська правда) - Віктор Ющенко впевнений, що організація 
пісенного конкурсу "Євробачення" в Україні відповідатиме найвищим 
стандартам, i сподівається на проведення в майбутньому в Україні 
Олімпійських ігор і чемпіонату світу з футболу. 

Про це він сказав під час зустрічі 13-го січня з виконавчим дирек-- 
тором пісенного конкурсу "Євробачення" Сванте Стокселіусом та 
народною артисткою України, переможницею "Євробачення-2004" 
Русланою Лижичко, на якій обговорювалися питання організації 
конкурсу в Києві. 

Ющенко пообіцяв, що "Україна здивує усіх і продемонструє свою 
самобутність". "Євробачення-2005" стане можливістю для багатьох 
побачити і полюбити Україну", - сказав він. 

Планується, що до української столиці для участі в цьому пісенному 
конкурсі прибуде близько 40 делегацій, 5-10 тисяч глядачів, понад 2 
тисячі журналістів, в тім числі з США та Австралії. Трансляцію "Євро- 
бачення-2005" дивитимуться близько 100 млн. глядачів по всьому світу. 

Відповідаючи після зустрічі на питання журналістів, як останні події 
в Україні вплинули на ставлення до неї міжнародних представників, 
Ющенко висловив переконання, що "сьогодні Україна - це модно, бути 
українцем - модно, а мати відношення до процесів змін в Україні - 
честь". 

"Євробачення" він назвав "хорошим компліментом для України" та 
припустив, що "не за горами проведення в Україні i Олімпійських ігор, 
і чемпіонату світу з футболу". Ющенко переконаний, що "Євроба- 
чення" стане цьому "прелюдією". 

Також Ющенко повідомив, що найближчим часом для підготовки 
до проведення конкурсу буде оновлено оргкомітет, повідомляє УНІАН. 
Виконавчий директор конкурсу Стокселіус після зустрічі висловив 
упевненість, що з українського боку будуть створені усі умови для 
проведення конкурсу i організатори зможуть встигнути зробити усе 
до призначеного терміну. "Київ - прекрасне місто, і зможе на 
відповідному рівні провести "Євробачення", - наголосив він. 

Лижичко зауважила, що це було перше детальне пропрацювання 
конкурсу на найвищому рівні. Співачка переконана, що під час 
конкурсу "Євробачення" буде прикута увага і до всієї України. На її 
думку, Україна готова дати Європі багато творчих сил, які проде- 
монструє і під час "Євробачення". 


В Луганську убили соратника Януковича 
(Українська правда)- 10 січня правоохоронні органи України пові-- 
домили про убивство глави відділення Партії регіонів у місті Рубіжне 
(Луганська область) Сергія Діброва. Його тіло було виявлено 8 січня 
з вогнепальним пораненням у голову. Ведеться розслідування. Поки 
убивство не пов'язують з політичною діяльністю загиблого, пише 
Комерсант. Тим часом у Луганську створено страйковий комітет, який 
вимагає відсторонення міського глави Євгена Бурлаченка за неза- 
довільну позицію під час переголосування другого туру президентських 
виборів. Страйковий комітет створено "Партією Регіонів", ПСПУ 
Вітренко і "Русским блоком". 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
lhor Broda 
13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB T5E 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 
Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 


specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST — ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 845, 10665 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3S9 
Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS DENTURISTS 
QEHTUCTU ДЕНТУРИСТИ 


Sem НОГУ 


Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, АВ T5H 013 
(780) 420-1510 Frank A. Holyk - Denturist 
у 12123 -54 Street 


г Edmonton, АВ T5W 3N4 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Phone: (780) 477-3674 


Saturday appointments available 
Говоримо по-українському | After Hrs: (780) 479-5008 
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Загальноукраїнська акція "Різдво 
Разом" у Дніпропетровську 


Михайло Снігур, Радіо Свобода 

На Різдво молодь зі східних регіонів взяла участь 
у загальноукраїнській акції "Різдво Разом", органі - 
зованій 1 проведеній Львівською міською радою і 
Українським Католицьким Університетом. Днями 
до Дніпропетровська повернулася група молоді та 
студентів, котрі святкували різдво на Львівщині 

50 молодих хлопців і дівчат з дніпропетровських 
навчальних закладів на запрошення Львівської 
міської ради провели різдвяні дні у Львові і селах 
Сокольники та Бібрівка. Молоді дніпропетровці, 
котрих гостинно прийняли родини з Західної 
України, відвідали Божествену літургію у церквах 
Львова, зустрілися з громадськими і церковними 
діячами, ознайомилися з культурно-історичними 
пам'ятками, взяли участь у різдвяному колядуванні 
та вертепах, подивилися святкові концерти за 
участю зірок української естради. 

Розповідає керівник дніпропетровської групи 
Сергій Тютюник: "З першого дня по приїзді люди 
зупиняли нас на вулицях, пропонували зупинитися 
у них в оселях. I не мало значення з Дніпропетров - 
ська чи ми з Донецька взагалі. Східна Україна - нас 
було видно, ми розмовляли хто російською, хто 
українською мовою. Враження дуже чудове. Ми 
мали зустрічі з керівниками Львівської державної 
адміністрації, з мером, з кардиналом Любомиром 
Гузаром, письменниками, співаками." 

Поїздка дніпропетровців до Західної України мало 
не зірвалася - виявилося, що у залічних касах не 
було квитків на потяг до Львова бо багато людей 
виїздили на свята до родичів та друзів. Допомогла 
Дніпропетровська обласна рада. 

Говорить керівник відділу обласної ради з 


інформаційно-програмного забезпечення Сергій 
Лященко: "Тромадянська кампанія "Пора", декілька 
представників коаліції "Дніпропетровщина за чесні 
вибори", тобто, це була небайдужа активна молодь, 
звернулися безпосередньо до мене з проханням 
допомогти з придбанням залізничних квитків. Було 
дуже складно їх придбати. То ж обласна рада вирі- 
шила це питання. Люди придбали квитки. За власні 
кошти, але все ж таки придбали. Ми надали трохи 
інформаційного матеріалу про Дніпропетровську 
область щоб люди могли, спілкуючись з певними 
керівниками, представниками громадськості 
Львівської області, куди безпосередньо їхала дніп- 
ропетровська делегація, презентувати Дніпропет- 
ровську область. Тобто були довідники про Дніпро-- 
петровську область, деякі книги про Дніпропетров- 
ську область. Але все ж таки спочатку було людське 
бажання. Воно, власне, йшло від молоді. Взагалі це 
була не політична акція. Це було Різдво, було свято. 
Молодь вийшла з такою ініциативою і Дніпропет-- 
ровська обласна рада пішла назустріч. Тим більше, 
що ми пережили дуже важку виборчу кампанію з 
певними гаслами сепаратистського характеру. То 
важливо було підкреслити, що Дніпропетровська 
обласна рада виступає за збереження конституцій -- 
ного ладу у державі і готова і надалі сприяти зала-- 
годженню неформальних людських стосунків на 
рівні громадськості, тобто такій громадянській 
дипломатії." 

Відтак молодіжна громадянська дипломатія руй-- 
нує твердження сепаратистів про розкол між 3axo— 
дом i Сходом України. Молодь зі Сходу і Заходу 
спільно відсвяткувала Різдво і підтвердила життєвість 
гасла минулої вибочої кампанії "Схід і Захід разом". 


На Прикарпатті сподіваються, що обрання 
нового президента спричинить повернення 
заробітчан на батьківщину 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Близько трьохсот тисяч мешканців Івано-Фран- 
ківщини працюють за кордоном. Це неофіційна 
цифра, але її підтверджують навіть місцеві чинов-- 
ники. Трудова еміграція - одна з найгостріших проб-- 
лем на Прикарпатті. З обранням нового президента 
галичани сподіваються, що заробітчани врешті 
почнуть повертатися на батьківщину 1 знаходити тут 
для себе роботу. 

З обранням нового президента України на При- 
карпатті пов'язують сподівання на повернення 3apo— 
бітчан. Івано-Франківщина впродовж останніх 10 
років — один з найактивніших постачальників ро- 
бочої сили в країни Центральної та Західної Європи. 
Як результат - значна частина кваліфікованого 
працездатного населення розбудовує економіку 
інших держав. Розпадаються сім'ї, недоглянутими 
залишаються діти. Трудова еміграція на Івано-Фран - 
ківщині породила цілий ряд соціальних проблем, які 
зараз не спроможні розв'язати на місцевому рівні. 
Якщо зміниться стан української економіки, 
з'являться нові робочі місяця, то є всі підстави 
говорити про те, що значна частина тих, хто працює 
зараз за кордоном, повернуться бодай для того, щоб 
бути разом зі своїми сім'ями та працювати, хоча й 
за меншу зарплатню, на батьківщині. 

Як стверджують фахівці, у цьому напрямку 
особливо болючою є проблема недоглянутості дітей. 
Керівник управління у справах сім'ї та молоді Івано- 
Франківської обласної держадміністрації Вікторія 
Тимчук з цього приводу під час проведення круглого 


столу, на якому обговорювались проблеми трудової 
міграції, заявила: 

"Мабуть, дуже символічним є той факт, що саме: 
сьогодні ми розглядаємо проблему, яка стосується 
сімей трудових мігрантів i стосується проблем тих 
дітей, батьки яких з тих чи інших причин виїхали 
на заробітки за кордон. І, мабуть, не випадково, що 
сьогодні серед усіх присутніх так багато пред- 
ставників органів державної виконавчої влади". 

Круглий стіл було проведено не випадково, адже 
виконавча влада на Івано-Франківщині також 
сподівається, що нове керівництво держави зверне 
особливу увагу на масове заробітчанство, зокрема 
виїзд за кордон тисяч галичан. Що ж до проблем 
дітей заробітчан, то керівник психологічної служби 
обласного центру соціальних служб для молоді 
Оксана Румак зауважила: 

«ЇЇ намагалася визначити вік дитини, яку можуть 
залишити батьки, залишити дитину і виїхати за 
кордон. Той вік, який був би безпечним для дитини. 
Я його не знайшла. Від народження дитині потрібні 
мама і тато. Вони потрібні, щоб дитина бачила 
стосунки в сім'ї". 

Зараз тисячі дітей на Івано-Франківщині покинуті 
батьками на догляд літніх родичів або знайомих. 
Виходом із ситуації, що склалася, соціологи, 
психологи, працівники державних служб вважають 
єдине: необхідно кардинально змінювати ситуацію 
вдержаві. Люди повинні повірити, що забезпечувати 
добробут власних родин можна на батьківщині. I 
лише це може зупинити трудову міграцію. 


Донецьк: у наметовому містечку прапори 
Росії є, прапорів України - немає 


(Гаряча Лінія)-- У Донецьку, над наметовим 
містечком на площі Леніна, встановлені прапори 
Росії, Криму, білі-сині прапори виборчої кампанії 
Віктора Януковича. У той же час, у містечку немає 
жодного державного прапора України, повідом- 
ляють "Подробності"". 

У наметах із символікою Партії регіонів, устано- 
влених по периметрі основного наметового міс- 
течка, продовжується запис у Партію регіонів 1 збір 
скарг на проведення президентських виборів. 

Прихильники Наталії Вітренко в мегафон скан- 
дують "Янукович!", "Ющенко і Тимошенко - 
немає!", a також жадають від ТРК "Україна" забез- 
печити трансляцію засідання Верховного Суду 


України безпосередньо на площі. 

Як повідомлялося, 17 січня в Донецьку продов- 
жується акція прихильників Віктора Януковича, 
Партії регіонів і Прогресивної соціалістичної партії 
України. : 

Навколо пам'ятника Леніну встановлений 51 намет 
прихильників Віктора Януковича, а також 7 наметів 
із символікою Партії регіонів. У них проводиться 
збір "скарг на порушення під час виборів", а також 
йде запис у Партію регіонів. Крім того, окремими 
списками збираються підписи "За референдум", "За 
Януковича" і "За Вітренко". Увечері на площі пройде 
черговий мітинг "у захист конституційних прав 
громадян". 
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EC under fire for not 
upgrading Kyiv’s prospects | digests Yushchenko win 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL)—European Parliament members 
(MEPs) in Strasbourg were angered Jan. 13 
by an announcement by the European Com- 
mission that cooperation with Ukraine will 
proceed on the basis of an “action plan” ne- 
gotiated with the government of former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

Speakers representing all major political 
groupings said the three-year action plan must 
be reviewed. It is due to be officially presented 
to Kyiv by External Affairs Commissioner 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner later this month. 
Nearly all of those deputies who spoke also 
said Ukraine must be told as soon as possible 
that it can someday join the European Union. 

One of the most outspoken critics of the 
EU’s current action plan for Ukraine was Pol- 
ish MEP Jacek Saryusz-Wolski, vice presi- 
dent of the European Parliament. He spoke 
on behalf of the largest faction, the conserva- 
tive European People’s Party. 

According to Saryusz-Wolski, the action 
plan negotiated with Yanukovych is “out- 
dated” and a new strategy is needed. “We must 
offer Ukraine the prospect of EU membership. 
This will encourage Ukraine to maintain the 
momentum of [political and economic] re- 
forms. [This] is in our best interests, and it is 
in the interests of democracy across Eastern 
Europe,” Saryusz-Wolski said. 

Saryusz-Wolski said “time is of the es- 
sence” for Ukraine. He said the EU must start 
negotiating an “association agreement” with 
Ukraine as soon as possible. Association 
agreements are generally seen as precursors 
to accession. 

Another senior conservative deputy, Elmar 
Brok, who heads the European Parliament’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee, said the 
commission’s action plan amounts to “a few 
modest crumbs.” 

However, the parliament’s criticisms are un- 
likely to sway the current plans of the Euro- 
pean Commission. The parliament has no say 
in EU foreign policy. The European Commis- 
sion plays an executive role, but important 
decisions rest with member states alone. 

It is an open secret that there is little or no 
interest in southern EU capitals in the bloc’s 
further eastward expansion. There are fears 
that such a move would draw aid funds away 


Yushchenko to 
Speak in 
Strasbourg 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian President-elect 
Viktor Yushchenko is scheduled to address the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE) in Strasbourg on Jan. 25, 
Council of Europe press officer Andrew Cut- 
ting reported. 

The same day, Yushchenko will hold a joint 
news conference with Georgian President 
Mikheil Saakashvili, who will address the 
PACE on Jan. 26. 

Lawmaker Oleh Rybachuk from 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc told Interfax 
that in Strasbourg Yushchenko will present his 
five-year action plan. “ 

[Ukraine’s] full membership of the Euro- 
pean Union has been and remains the strate- 
gic aim of Viktor Yushchenko as president,” 
Rybachuk said. 


from the Mediterranean region. 

The anger of Saryusz-Wolski and numer- 
ous other MEPs was sparked by a statement 
by Commissioner Janez Potocnik. Potocnik, 
whose remit covers science and research, was 
standing in for External Affairs Commissioner 
Ferrero-Waldner, who is visiting the United 
States. In his opening speech, Potocnik de- 
scribed European neighborhood action plans 
as “sufficiently comprehensive and flexible” 
for Ukraine. In addition to Ukraine, six other 
action plans have been prepared by the com- 
mission. Beneficiaries include Moldova, as 
well as Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Tunisia, and 
Morocco. 

Potocnik made clear that EU membership 
is “not on the agenda” for Ukraine. “The ques- 
tion of Ukrainian entry into the European 
Union is not on the agenda,” he said. “[The] 
European Neighborhood Policy is a policy 
which is distinct from membership. It will 
allow us to shift to a higher gear of coopera- 
tion with Ukraine.” 

Ukraine’s ambitions enjoy warmest support 
among conservatives in the European Parlia- 
ment. Yushchenko is seen by the conserva- 
tives as an ideological ally. He attended a 
meeting in December of like-minded EU 
prime ministers. The European People’s Party 
faction in the European Parliament has ex- 
tended an invitation to Yushchenko to visit 
the parliament “as soon as possible.” 

The parliament’s liberals, too, strongly sup- 
port giving Ukraine a perspective of future 
membership. The socialists, although less out- 
spoken, also criticized the European 
Commission’s plans for Ukraine as insuffi- 
cient. 

Responding to the criticism, Commissioner 
Potocnik said he had taken “careful critical 
note” of the debate. However, he stood by his 
earlier statement that the action plan is a suf- 
ficiently flexible framework for cooperation 
with Ukraine. He said each country receiving 
an action plan “can go as far as it wants,” add- 
ing that in Ukraine’s case, the commission is 
“ready to go far.” 


EU not to change 
action plan for 
Ukraine 

(RFE/RL)—The European Commission is 
not going to modify its EU-Ukraine Action 
Plan within the EU’s New Neighborhood 
Policy, “Ukrayinska pravda” reported on Jan. 
18, quoting European Commission spokes- 
woman Francoise Le Bail. 

Le Bail was commenting on rumors that 
such a change might take place following the 
Jan. 13 European Parliament vote calling on 
the EU authorities to give Ukraine “a clear 
European perspective, possibly leading to EU 
membership”. 3 

Meanwhile, EU Trade Commissioner Ре- 
ter Mandelson has told Reuters that he wants 
to deepen trade and economic relations with 
Ukraine and grant it market-economy status 
once the country has showed a commitment 
to reforms. 

“In the short term, we are going to work 
fast to finalize agreements to give Ukraine 


textiles and steel access to the EU market from 
2005,” Mandelson said. 


Saakashvili, Yushchenko sign joint declaration 


(Civil Georgia)—Georgian President 
Mikheil Saakashvili and Ukrainian President- 
elect Victor Yushchenko signed on Jan. 5 a 
joint declaration reiterating two nation’s Eu- 
ropean aspirations and further democratic de- 
velopment, Interfax news agency reported. 

The declaration, which was signed in the 
western Ukrainian ski resort of Tyshovets, 
reads that Georgian and Ukrainian people 
“have demonstrated to the world that freedom 
and democracy, the people’s will and fair elec- 


tions are much more powerful, than the state 
machine.” 

Both leaders also rejected allegations, that 
“peaceful, democratic revolution can be trig- 
gered artificially, through the involvement of 
external forces.” 

“Our countries will continue moving to- 
wards the building of united democratic Eu- 
rope and development of good relationship 
with the neighboring countries,” the joint dec- 
laration reads. 


Russia’s political class 


By Igor Torbakov 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Vladimir 
Putin’s icy silence on Viktor Yushchenko’s 
victory in Ukraine’s marathon presidential 
race likely reveals the Kremlin’s current stra- 
tegic predicament. With the Orange Revolu- 
tion triumph in Kyiv, Moscow faces a two- 
fold problem: how to reconcile itself with the 
political outcome it was striving to prevent at 
all costs and what policy it should pursue to- 
ward a Western-leaning Ukraine led by Presi- 
dent Yushchenko. Judging by the ongoing 
debate within the Russian analytic commu- 
nity, the policy recommendations range from 
offering an olive branch to Ukraine’s victori- 
ous democratic forces to advocating a divi- 
sion of the neighboring Slavic country. 

Moscow lobbied hard for Yushchenko’s op- 
ponent, Viktor Yanukovych, ahead of the first 
election on Oct. 31 and the Nov. 21 runoff, 
and his evident defeat in the Dec. 26 repeat 
runoff threatens to deliver a stunning blow to 
Russia’s policy efforts in other former Soviet 
republics. As one commentary notes pessimis- 
tically, the immediate consequence of the 
Ukrainian developments will be a failure of 
the Moscow-sponsored plans to fashion a 
Single Economic Space comprising Ukraine, 
Belarus, Russia, and Kazakhstan, “and, likely, 
the beginning of the disintegration of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States”. 

Putin, who congratulated Yanukovych be- 
fore official results declared him the winner 
in November, made no public comments 
about the Yushchenko victory in the Dec. 26 
ballot. Earlier, during his trip to Germany, 
Putin had said he was ready to work with 
Yushchenko if he won and invited him to visit 
Moscow. As expected, President-elect 
Yushchenko has said his first foreign trip as 
president would likely be to Russia. 

Yet on Dec. 24, the Kremlin leader fiercely 
denied meddling in Ukraine’s election and 
accused Western countries of playing an ac- 
tive role in its electoral process. “We haven’t 
engaged in any ~ behind-the-scenes 
policymaking in the post-Soviet space, and 
that to some extent limits the instruments we 
can use to defend our interests,” Putin told a 
meeting of the State Council, a grouping of 
Cabinet members and regional leaders. 

Following Putin’s accusations of Western 
meddling in the Ukrainian elections and 
speculation that Kyiv might be invited to join 
NATO, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov urged the United States to be more 
open about its military presence near Russian 
borders. After praising Moscow and 
Washington’s cooperation on fighting terror- 
ism, Lavrov said Russia “needs clarity in our 
relations with the Americans, because our 
country’s security depends on it”. 

Russia’s lawmakers, seemingly reflecting 
the strategic confusion in the Kremlin, appear 
divided as to how to react to the outcome of 
the Ukrainian poll. Federation Council 
Speaker Sergei Mironov expressed optimism 
that Russia and Ukraine would find a com- 
mon language despite “the stain of the Or- 
ange Revolution.” However, Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, deputy speaker of the State 
Duma and leader of the ultra-nationalist Lib- 
eral Democratic Party, said Moscow should 
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adopt a harsher policy toward Kyiv: “The 
main thing is to stop our assistance. We need 
to pursue stern and dry policies toward Kyiv”. 

Moscow pundits seem as divided as the 
country’s policymakers in their analyses of 
Russian-Ukrainian relations in the post- 
Kuchma era. Quite predictably, most liberal 
experts point to the dismal failure of the 
Kremlin strategy of crude pressure and bra- 
zen interference in a neighboring country’s 
political process and urge an immediate policy 
shift. According to Yegor Gaidar, Russia’s 
influential theorist of liberalism, Moscow 
needs to draw lessons from the mistakes it 
has made, the most important one being “The 
need to learn how to treat one’s neighbors with | 
due respect and pursue one’s political goals 
using means acceptable in the civilized 
world”. Other liberal-minded analysts specify 
that the set of instruments the Kremlin was 
using to influence processes in Ukraine and 
other post-Soviet lands proved extremely in- 
efficient and needs to be urgently discarded. 
An overall revision of strategy should lead to 
the reliance on whatever is left of Russia’s 
“soft power” — an appeal of the country’s 
rich culture, political ideals, and international 
identity. Needless to say, such a policy shift 
presupposes a necessity for Russia to reverse 
its backsliding on democracy, liberal com- 
mentators note. 

Stanislav Belkovsky, president of the Na- 
tional Strategy Institute, who is not known as 
a great champion of liberal philosophy but 
was nevertheless very critical of Russian poli- 
cies throughout Ukraine’s election campaign, 
suggested that the Kremlin should take the 
initiative in mending fences with Kyiv and 
immediately sack the spin doctors “who dis- 
credited themselves in Ukraine.” If Moscow 
offers the Yushchenko administration a new 
model of Russian-Ukrainian interaction, 
which Belkoysky calls a “strategy of alli- 
ance,” bilateral relations, he asserts, “will be 
easily restored.” Yushchenko, Belkovsky 
notes, is interested in a rapprochement with 
Putin and does not want to further strain the 
relationship. 

But more imperialist-minded Russian strat- 
egists argue that pressure and interference 
continue to be worthy policy tools that should 
remain in the Kremlin arsenal. Ukraine’s elec- 
tion results, they assert, prove that the coun- 
try is almost equally divided. Thus the cor- 
rect policy would be to support the opposi- 
tion to Yushchenko in the east and south of 
Ukraine, help strengthen its political stance, 
and use it as a lever against Kyiv’s pro-West- 
егп government . Some conservative politi- 
cal thinkers, such as Vitaly Tretyakov, bluntly 
say, “The most favorable strategic scenario 
for Russia is undoubtedly a division of 
Ukraine, whereby its eastern Russian-speak- 
ing part will join Russia”. 

Yet ultimately, the nature of relations with 
“post-revolutionary” Ukraine will be defined 
by the Kremlin’s principal strategic choice. 
According to Igor Bunin, head of the Center 
for Political Technologies, the development of 
ties with Kyiv will depend on whether Mos- 
cow “will orient itself toward rapprochement 
with Europe or further strive to create a ‘soft 
underbelly’ to protect itself from the West”. 


Tymoshenko attempts to allay Russian fears 


(RFE/RL)— Yuliya Tymoshenko, a staunch 
political ally of Ukrainian President-elect 
Viktor Yushchenko, published an article on 
what Russia should expect from Yushchenko’s 
presidency in the Jan. 11 issue of Moscow- 
based ““Vedomosti” daily, one ої Russia’s 
leading business newspapers. 

Tymoshenko wrote that the Yushchenko en- 
tourage has unsuccessfully tried to get in touch 
with the Kremlin since the spring in order to 
deter the Russian presidential administration 
and President Vladimir Putin from taking “ill- 
considered” steps toward Yushchenko. 

According to Tymoshenko, Russia’s stra- 
tegic interests will not suffer from 
Yushchenko’s presidency. 


She pledged that Yushchenko will propose 
new investment possibilities for “responsible” 
Russian capital in Ukraine, including in the 
military-industrial sphere. 

Tymoshenko also assured “Vedomosti” 
readers that under the Yushchenko presidency 
the rights of ethnic Russians and Russian- 
speaking Ukrainians in Ukraine will inno way 
be restricted. 

“T do not rule out that in the medium term 
Ukraine may become a member of NATO,” 
Tymoshenko wrote. 

“However — jointly with Russia. My рег- 
sonal view is that Ukraine and Russia cannot 
find themselves in qualitatively different, let 
alone hostile to each other, defense [alli- 
ances].” 
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Булава Богдана 


Хмельницького знову в Києві 


Марта Шокало, 5i-bi-Ci, Київ 

Вперше булаву Богдана Хмельницького до України привезли 2002 
року на виставку особистих речей українського гетьмана. 

Окрім шапки Богдана Хмельницького у Національному історичному 
музеї у Києві, усі інші гетьманські реліквії перебувають поза межами 
України: прапор Богдана Хмельницького — у Швеції, шабля, бойовий 
нагай та кубок - у Кракові, водосвятна чаша - у Москві, булава - у 
Музеї Війська Польського у Варшаві. 

Булава Богдана Хмельницького була зроблена майже 350 років тому 
у Османській імперії. Вона виготовлена з дерева, рогу носорога, латуні 
та срібного дроту. 

Зараз булава коротша від того, якою вона була, коли її тримав у 
руках козацький гетьман. 

Першим гетьманську реліквію з металевої валізки дістав голова 

провладної партії "Єдина Україна" Богдан Губський, який після 
переголосування почав симпатизувати Віктору Ющенку. 
Богдан Губський і є ініціатором того, що булаву привезли до України. 
Не пояснивши, чи це просто збіг у часі, чи булаву навмисне привезли 
одразу після перемоги на виборах Віктора Ющенка, Богдан Губський 
сказав, що у такий історичний для країни час цей символ української 
державності має бути на своїй історичній батьківщині. 

Український історик Петро Толочко не виключає, що під час присяги 
перед наступним українським президентом лежатиме не тільки Біблія, 
а й булава Богдана Хмельницького: 

"Оскільки булава буде тут, і інавгурація, так чи інакше, відбудеться 
ближчим часом, то я думаю, що і булава буде при цьому. І це було б 
здорово, якби президент поклав руку не на якусь там друковану 
типографським способом Біблію, яка до нашої державності має 
посереднє відношення, а на символ нашої справжньої нашої 
державності - булаву козацької Богдана Хмельницького". 

У Києві булава Богдана Хмельницького пробуде до березня 
наступного року. А потім новому українському президентові 
радитимуть домовлятися з президентом Польщі Алєксандром 
Кваснєвским, щоби булаву повернули до України назавжди. 
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+ Роман Коваль — мистець і людина 


Несподівано, 30 грудня 2004 р., на 82-му році 
життя, в Вінніпезі помер відомий українс ький мис- 
тець, Роман Іван Коваль. У панахидних відправах, 
які відбулися в церкві свв. Володимира і Ольги, взяв 
участь глава УКЦ в Канаді, митрополит Михаїл, 
0. мітрат М. Буячок, о. М. Куць, парох катедри 
та о. архидиякон М. Воробій. На Панахиді співав 
хор Канадійського Інституту "Просвіта" в 
Вінніпезі. Роман Коваль похований на цвинтарі Всіх 
Святих. 

Це, в короткому часі, вже втретє приходиться мені 
з цього місця прощальним словом поминати людей 
близьких мені й дорогих нашій вінніпезькій і 
загальній українській спільноті. Бо всі ми в нашому 
існуванні тут і всюди якось пов'язані пережиттями, 
досвідом, культурою, історією й побутово. На тому, 
зрештою, побудована кожна громада й без цього 
немає спільнот. Колись письменник, Михайло 
Коцюбинський, у своїй новелі Intermezzo писав: "А 
врешті - хіба я знаю, де кінчається власне життя, а 
чуже починається?". І тому кожний відхід одного 3 
нас є болючою втратою не тільки для рідних, 
близьких, але й для громади і є втратою частки нас 
самих. 

Сьогодні ми зійшлись віддати шану відомому 
членові нашої громади - культурному діячеві на полі 
мистецтва, колишньому членові управи вінніпезь- 
кого Літературно-Мистецького Клюбу та довголіт- 
ньому членові Президії Української Вільної Ака- 
демії Наук (УВАН) у Канаді - світлої пам'яті 
Романові Іванові Ковалеві. 

Покійний народився в Україні в селі Башня Люба- 
чівського повіту в родині Івана Коваля й Марії (з 
дому Чіх), 12 жовтня 1922 р. Батьків Роман утратив 
у ранньому дитинстві. Студії мистецтва почав у 
Львові (1942-1943 р.) в Інституті Мистецтв; про- 
довжував після війни в Мюнхені (від 1945), спеція- 
лізуючись у живописі і скульптурі й закінчив у 1948 
р. Того ж року емігрував з Німеччини до Канади, де 
був затруднений у вінніпезьких фірмах декоратив - 
ного мистецтва й оформлюванням вітрин у компанії 
Hudson’s Вау в Вінніпезі. Згодом перейшов на 
самостійну мистецьку творчість, працюючи в жанрі 
малярства, скульптури й кераміки, особливо в 
оформлюванні церков. В 1954 р. він сдружився в 
Вінніпезі з Галиною Полікша 1 провів у цьому місті 
ціле своє життя. В родині син Богдан - архітект. 

Слід його рук великий. Дозвольте назвати тут 
важливіші його роботи, починаючи оцим храмом — 
митрополичою катедрою свв. Володимира й Ольги, 
де він допомагав нью-йоркському мистцеві, 
Святославові Гординському. Тут він виконав іконо-- 
стас, проєктував напрестольний кивот і свічники, 
які виконав Peter Kasper, та бронзові плити- 
барельєфи першого українського канадського 
єпископа Будки й архиєпископа Ладики, що 
прикріплені при вході до цього храму. 

Його мистецькому оформленню інтер" єрів i 
екстер'єрів належить кілька вінніпезьких 1 західно-- 
канадських церков. Він виконав повне оформлення, 
включно з мозаїками та вітражем над входом до 
церкви Св. Покрови на Boyd Avenue в Вінніпезі; 
мозаїки над престолом, вітражі, зображення Хресної 
Дороги та іконостас у церкві св. Михаїла в цьому ж 
місті; мозаїки в вінніпезькій церкві Пресвятої 
Родини на Grant Avenue; та Розп'яття Христа в 
римокатолицькій церкві, Our Lady of Victory, на вул. 
Osborne в Вінніпезі. 

Поза Вінніпегом він виконав около 70 вітражів 
для церкви Воскресіння в Dauphin й мозаїки в 
каплиці Сестер Служебниць у тому ж місті. 
Мистецько оформив, виконавши вітражі, мозаїки й 
павука в церкві Успення в Russell та 17 вітражів і 
живописи в церкві св. Духа в Beausejour у Манітобі. 
До останніх праць Романа Коваля належить мозаїка 
над входом і близько 15 вітражів у церкві в Portage 
La Prairie в Манітобі, але неочікувана смерть не 
дозволила йому докінчити всього задуманого в цій 
церкві та в церкві в Dauphin. 

В Альберті він створив велику мозаїку для церкви 
Успення (Calgary); вітражі в каплиці Сестер Слу-- 
жебниць (Мипааге); та вітражі й усі мозаїчні 
зображення у православній катедрі св. Івана в 
Едмонтоні. 

Ще варто назвати його скульптурне відтворення 
ранньої комунікації поселенців Канади - вола 
запряженого до воза, що при вході (від Согудоп 
Avenue) до Assiniboine парку. Його виконанню 
належить герб на головному поштовому будинку в 
Вінніпезі та великі бронзові входові двері до Wilcox 
College в Саскачевані. 

Слід відмітити, що багато з тут названих церков і 
храмів належать проєктуванню вінніпезького архі - 
текта Віктора Денеки, з яким Роман Коваль дружив 
і професійно близько співпрацював. 

Однак, на нашу думку, найбільшим мистецьким 
та історичним вкладом Романа Коваля і закріп- 
ленням його пам'яті доки існуватиме пам'ятник- 


скульптура матері й дитини благаючої хліба біля 
ратуші в Вінніпезі, що був споруджений у п'ятде-- 
сятліття голодомору-геноциду над українським 
народом у совєтській Україні в 1932-33 рр. Як також 
значний вклад Покійного у спорудження пам'ятника 
Тарасові Шевченкові у століття поетової смерти, що 
на вінніпезькій площі Манітобської Легіслятури. До 
цієї праці Романа Коваля запросив був скульптор 
пам'ятника, Андрій Дараган. Покійний допомагав y 
проєктуванні й виконанні пам'ятника та виконав 
барельєфи на п'єдесталі пам'ятника. 

Покійний мав ряд індивідуальних виставок своїх 
творів і брав участь у міжнародній виставці 
керамічних виробів у Франції. Крім цих, він часто, 
для близьких друзів і шанувальників його мистецтва, 
влаштовував у його мистецькій робітні приватні 
покази своїх найновіших праць. 

Иого роботи: "Піонер? знаходиться на головній 
стіні Саскачеванського Провінційного Музею; ук- 
раїнська піонерська пропам'ятна таблиця в 
Національній Бібліотеці в Оттаві; “Copernicus” у 
Calgary; барельєф у В.В. Russell Vocational School 
у Вінніпезі; та вінших державних будинках, школах, 
музеях, бібліотеках та лікарнях. 

Покійний, Роман Коваль, був людиною шляхетної 
вдачі, і та шляхетність і тонкість його душі віддзер- 
калена в численних творах його мистецької уяви. 
Він майстер з власним мистецьким почерком, 
власною інтерпретацією теми й умінням сказати її 
сучасною мовою. Крім того він володів широкою 
мистецькою освітою. Був знавцем природи й особ-- 
ливостей українського мистецтва від клясичного до 
народного. І ця лінія українського думання й 
відчування проходить крізь його творчість, особливо 
творчість з християнською церковною тематикою. 
Иого інтерпретація, що має своє коріння в візантій- 
ському мистецькому баченні й мистецтві українсь-- 
кого середньовіччя, давала йому можливість вияв- 
ляти свій світ 1 свій естетизм якнайповніше. 

Філософією життя і творчости Романа Коваля 
було не відриватись від джерел, від соків рідного 
грунту. Він є запереченням тих, що з різних причин 
i мотивів, намагаються втекти від себе, або в надмір-- 
ній вдячності покланяються чужому й остаточно 
розпливаються і губляться в ньому. Недавно, в нашій 
розмові Покійний згадав мені, що, приїхавши до 
Канади, він зустрів емігранта-німця, який йому 
сказав: "Це інший світ, його вартості відміни». Щоб 
у ньому бути собою, треба свого народу. Будь завж-- 
ди зі своїм народом". І Покійний, цілим своїм єством, 
був зі своїм народом - тим, що тут 1 тим, що там. 

Накінець хочу сказати, що мистецтво Романа 
Коваля, як і багатьох мистців українського роду в 
цій країні, належить двом власникам - українській 
духовості й українському творчому талантові та 
канадській землі, на якій він творив, 1 яку, своїм 
талантом, збагатив. 

Ми складаємо вислови нашого глибокого 
співчуття Родині Покійного, а особливо Шановній 
його Дружині, Пані Галині, й його синові, панові 
Богданові: Хай пам'ять про нього буде завжди між 
нами. 

Ярослав Розумний, (Слово на Панахиді), 4 січня 


Фракція Медведчука 
розвалилася 


(Українська правда/Німецька хвиля)- Депутати 
Львівської обласної ради масово виходять із фракції 
"Соціальна справедливість", яку очолює перший 
заступник глави Державної податкової адміністрації 
Сергій Медведчук. 

Про це повідомив секретар ради Андрій Парубій. 
Група "Соціальна справедливість", членами якої є 
представники СДПУ(о), з квітня минулого року 
бойкотувала всі засідання Львівської облради. Вона 
вимагала відставки голови облради Михайла 
Сендака. 

Проте за останніх два тижні саму фракцію 
"Соціальна справедливість" залишили більше 
десятка депутатів, повідомив Парубій. 

За його словами, депутати в своїх заявах не 
вказували причини виходу, лише додавали, куди саме 
вони переходять - зазвичай у фракцію Аграрної 
партії, або ж ставали позафракційними. 

На сьогодні в групі "Соціальна справедливість" 
залишилося лише десять "найбільш відданих ec— 
деків", каже Парубій. 

Цієї кількості недостатньо, аби існувала фракція, 
додає він. A тому можливість її існування найближ-- 
чим часом розглядатиме регламентний комітет ради. 

Парубій переконаний, що розпуск фракції 
"Соціальна справедливість" сприятиме конструк- 

тивній роботі ради та створенню більшості на основі 
фракції "Наша Україна". 
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Back channels: A crackdown averted! Political realignment 
How top spies in Ukraine changed the nation’s path 


By C. J. Chivers, New York Times, Jan. 17, 2005 

As protests in Kyiv against a rigged presidential elec- 
tion overwhelmed the capital last fall, an alarm sounded 
at Interior Ministry bases outside the city. It was just af- 
ter 10 p.m. on Nov. 28. 

More than 10,000 troops scrambled toward trucks. Most 
had helmets, shields and clubs. Three thousand carried 
guns. Many wore black masks. Within 45 minutes, ac- 
cording to their commander, Lt. Gen. Sergei РорКоу, they 
had distributed ammunition and tear gas and were rush- 
ing out the gates. 

Kyiv was tilting toward a terrible clash, a Soviet-style 
crackdown that could have brought civil war. And then, 
inside Ukraine’s clandestine security apparatus, strange 
events began to unfold. 

While wet snow fell on the rally in Independence 
Square, an undercover colonel from the Security Service 
of Ukraine, or S.B.U., moved among the protesters’ tents. 
He represented the successor agency to the K.G.B., but 
his mission, he said, was not against the protesters. It was 
to thwart the mobilizing troops. He warned opposition 
leaders that a crackdown was afoot. 

Simultaneously, senior intelligence officials were 
madly working their secure telephones, in one instance 
cooperating with an army general to persuade the Inte- 
rior Ministry to turn back. 

The officials issued warnings, saying that using force 
against peaceful rallies was illegal and could lead to pros- 
ecution and that if ministry troops came to Kyiv, the army 
and security services would defend civilians, said an op- 
position leader who witnessed some of the exchanges and 
Oleksander Galaka, head of the military’s intelligence ser- 
vice, the G.U.R., who made some of the calls. 

Far behind the scenes, Col. Gen. Ihor P. Smeshko, the 
S.B.U. chief, was coordinating several of the contacts, 
according to Maj. Gen. Vitaly Romanchenko, leader of 
the military counterintelligence department, who said that 
on the spy chief’s orders he warned General Popkov to 
| stop. The Interior Ministry called off its alarm. 

Details of these exchanges, never before reported, pro- 
vide insight into a hidden factor in the so-called Orange 
Revolution, the peaceful protests that overturned an elec- 
tion and changed the political course of a post-Soviet state. 

Throughout the crisis an inside battle was waged by a 
clique of Ukraine’s top intelligence officers, who chose 
not to follow the plan by President Leonid D. Kuchma’s 
administration to pass power to Prime Minister Viktor F. 
Yanukovich, the president’s chosen successor. Instead, 
these senior officers, known as the siloviki, worked 
against it. 

Such a position is a rare occurrence in former Soviet 
states, where the security agencies have often been the 
most conservative and ruthless instruments of state power. 

Interviews with people involved in these events — op- 
_ position leaders, chairmen of three intelligence agencies 
and several of their senior officers, Kuchma, a senior 
Western diplomat, members of Parliament, the interior 
minister and commander of the ministry’s troops — of- 
fer a view of the siloviki’s work. 

The officers funneled information to Kuchma’s rivals, 
provided security to opposition figures and demonstra- 
tions, sent choreographed public signals about their un- 
willingness to follow the administration’s path and en- 
gaged in a psychological tug-of-war with state officials 
to soften responses against the protests. 

Ultimately, the intelligence agencies worked — usu- 
ally in secret, sometimes in public, at times illegally — 
to block the fraudulent ascension of Yanukovich, whom 
several of the generals loathe. Directly and indirectly, their 
work supported Viktor A. Yushchenko, the Western-ori- 
ented candidate who is now the president-elect. 

Many factors that sustained the revolution that formed 
around Yushchenko are well known. They include West- 
em support, the protesters’ resolve, cash from wealthy 
Ukrainians, coaching by foreign activists who had helped 
topple presidents in Georgia and Serbia, the unexpected 
independence of the Supreme Court and cheerleading by 
a television station, Channel 5, which Kuchma never shut 
down. 

Each influenced the outcome to various degrees. None 
by itself seems decisive. The full extent of the siloviki’s 
role is unknown, although Oleg Ribachuk, Yushchenko’s 
chief of staff, called it “a very important element” that 
aided the opposition “professionally and systemically.” 

“They were doing this like a preventive operation,” he 
said. 

The support did not start with the protests. Long be- 
fore the election, the siloviki and the opposition opened 
quiet lines of communication, including General 
Smeshko’s assignment last summer of an S.B.U. general 
as secret liaison to Ribachuk. 

The 38,000-member S.B.U. is Ukraine’s descendant 
of the Soviet K.G.B., and has been sullied by its reputa- 
tion for blackmail, arms trading and links with Russian 
security services and organized crime. It remains highly 
factionalized, with cliques Joyal to different political 


camps, and with remnant ties to its old masters in Mos- 
cow. 

Its previous chairman, Leonid Derkach, was fired un- 
der international pressure after being accused of organiz- 
ing the sale of radar systems to embargoed Irag. Kuchma 
appointed General Smeshko, a generally Western-oriented 
official and a career military intelligence officer as 5.В.Ю. 
chairman in 2003. The general had previously been posted 
to embassies in Washington and Zurich; the move was 
regarded as an effort to smooth relations with the West. 

Some of the siloviki who worked against the fraudu- 
lent election and resisted the crackdown are part of Gen- 
eral Smeshko’s military intelligence circle and had spent 
parts of their careers working in Western countries or as 
liaisons to Western governments. 

Ribachuk said that he ultimately had several S.B.U. 
contacts, and they met regularly, sometimes nightly. The 
officers leaked him documents and information from 
Kuchma and Yanukovich’s offices, he said, and were 
sources for much of the material used in the opposition’s 
media campaign. 

Whether the collaboration was a convergence of po- 
litical aims, or a pragmatic understanding by the siloviki 
that Yushchenko’s prospects were rising, is subject to dis- 
pute. Yulia Tymoshenko, another of Yushchenko’s clos- 
est allies, said many S.B.U. officials, including General 
Smeshko, merely hedged their bets. “This was a very com- 
plicated game,” she said. 

Ribachuk saw it differently. “They are clearly our sup- 
porters,” he said. “They risked their lives and careers.” 

The officers themselves express several motivations. 

One, said Lt. Gen. Igor Drizhchany, who runs the 
S.B.U.’s legal department, was simple. “At all times we 
talked of our desire to prevent the shedding of blood,” he 
said. 

But there are also signs that among some officers a 
desire to block Yanukovich was authentic. Having been 
prime minister for two years, Yanukovich was well 
known. Several S.B.U. officers said the premier, who was 
once convicted of robbery and assault and has close links 
to the corrupt eastern businessmen who have acquired 
much of Ukraine’s material wealth, was a man they pre- 
ferred not to serve, especially if he were to take office by 
fraud. 

S.B.U. officials and Ribachuk also said that roughly a 
week before the Nov. 21 election, General Smeshko was 
disgusted enough after a personal meeting with 
Yanukovich that he sought to resign, and vowed never to 
work for the premier. 

Kuchma did not accept the resignation, telling the spy 
chief that if he left, then a general loyal to Yanukovich 
would assume the post, and the nation would risk blood- 
shed, General Smeshko and Kuchma said. 

It is not clear whether the president was certain of this, 
or simply outmaneuvered General Smeshko to avoid pre- 
election turmoil. But the spy chief stayed on. 

The siloviki’s unease with Yanukovich’s candidacy 
deepened on Noy. 21 when early results indicated the рге- 
mier was winning the election, but through widespread 
fraud. 

The S.B.U.’s leadership met in General Smeshko of- 
fice. Among those present were General Romanchenko, 
General Drizhchany, Maj. Gen. Oleksander Sarnatskyi, 
the chief of S.B.U.’s cabinet, and Col. Valery Kondratyuk, 
chief of liaison to foreign intelligence services. 

The group contemplated a public resignation, but de- 
cided to try steering the gathering forces from a clash, 
and to fight from within. “Today we can save our faces 
or our epaulettes, or we can try to save our country,” Gen- 
eral Romanchenko and General. Sarnatskyi said they re- 
membered the spy chief saying. 

Whether the full extent of the position and activities of 
the S.B.U. leadership was understood at this point by 
Kuchma is unclear; S.B.U. officers said that given the 
competing factions in their service, and its infiltration by 
Russian agents, elements of its work were certainly 
known. 

Kyiv was tense. As protests began on Nov. 21, the op- 
position had the money and organization for long-term 
civil disobedience. General РорКоу, the interior com- 
mander, said he knew this, and had scheduled an exer- 
cise that massed 15,000 troops in the capital and nearby. 
He sent several thousand to barricades and posts at gov- 
ernment buildings, and kept more than 10,000 in reserve. 

The government swiftly tried drawing the intelligence 
chiefs into an image of state solidarity. On Noy. 22, the 
prosecutor general’s office released a statement scolding 
the opposition for organizing the rally. It said the authori- 
ties and the $.B.U. were prepared “to firmly put an end 
to any lawlessness.” 

General Smeshko said he was furious and called the 
prosecutor to tell him not to speak for the 5.В.Ю. “It was 
a falsification,” he said. The S.B.U. countered with a state- 
ment saying that it disagreed with the prosecutor, that 
citizens had the right to exercise political freedoms and 
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begins in Ukraine 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The ruling centrist and oligarchic elites that 
supported President Leonid Kuchma over the last decade are now rushing 
to adapt to the reality that Viktor Yushchenko is Ukraine’s new president. 
Kuchma’s allies have five techniques to regroup following their failed 
efforts to install Yanukovych as president. 

First, they could go into “stern opposition.” Yanukovych’s anger is di- 
rected at both Yushchenko and at the Kyiv elites who failed to secure his 
victory in round two. Yanukovych’s threat to join the opposition will only 
be possible in alliance with presidential administration head Viktor 
Medvedchuk’s Social Democratic United Party (SDPUo) and the Com- 
munists. Yet such an alliance is unnatural, as it is not based on any ideo- 
logical unity. Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine and the SDPUo were cre- 
ated as “parties of power” and will find it very difficult to act as opposi- 
tionists. Yanukovych’s confusion can be seen from his declaration of be- 
ing in opposition while still prime minister. 

Second, Kuchma-era elites could defect to the Yushchenko camp. At 
the victory rally after the Dec. 26 election, Yushchenko appeared on stage 
with former oligarch Andrei Derkach, who had been a high-profile mem- 
ber of the Dnipropetrovsk Labor Ukraine clan before defecting to 
Yushchenko in the spring. His ERA TV station, which rents airtime on 
state channel 1, favored Yushchenko in the elections. 

Other defectors include former Kuchma adviser Oleksandr Volkov, who 
played a central role in Kuchma’s re-election in 1999. Volkov accompa- 
nied Yulia Tymoshenko to Donetsk to calm regional leaders. Kyiv Mayor 
Oleksandr Omelchenko remained neutral in the elections, though he feared 
a Yanukovych victory because of the highly negative business reputation 
of the Donetsk clan. During the Orange Revolution Omelchenko provided 
crucial logistical support to help hundreds of thousands of protesters to 
remain on Kyiv’s streets for weeks on end. 

Some defectors are treated with more suspicion. For example Vasyl 
Baziv, the former deputy head of the presidential administration, has 
claimed that he was always a Yushchenko supporter, and that the majority 
of his colleagues voted for Yushchenko in the repeat election. In reality _ 
Baziv told this author in summer 2003 that “Yushchenko was finished.” 

Third, former elites might opt for suicide, either voluntarily or after 
pressure. Yuriy Liakhom, a high-ranking SDPUo member and chairman 
of the Ukrainian Credit Bank, committed suicide after round two of the 
elections. The Ukrainian Credit Bank was used to launder funds for 
Yanukovych’s shadow election campaign, which reportedly spent $600 
million. 

Minister of Transportation Heorhiy Kirpa committed suicide on Dec. 
27, following a visit from Andriy Kluyev, head of Yanukovych’s shadow 
campaign headquarters. Kirpa had been heavily involved in organizing 
transportation for Yanukovych supporters who voted with multiple absen- 
tee ballots in the Noy. 21 runoff. Kirpa’s refusal to undertake this opera- 
tion in round three led to a violent fight between Yanukovych and Kirpa; 
the latter was hospitalized with severe injuries. According to well-informed 
Kyiv sources, upon release from the hospital Kirpa condemned Yanukovych 
as a “bandit” and admitted that his Ministry had been paid to transport 
Yanukovych’s supporters in November. Kirpa offered to provide evidence 
to the Security Service (SBU). 

Fourth, outgoing elites could try and save themselves by either fleeing 
Ukraine or uniting with others in the same boat. Yuriy Boyko, former 
chairman of the state Naftohaz Ukrainy company, which was heavily in- 
volved in funding Kuchma’s 1999 re-election, has fled Ukraine. Boyko 
was put in charge of the state body that oversees supplies to the presiden- 
tial administration on the eve of the elections. The buildings it controls 
were used to store illegal anti- Yushchenko posters and leaflets. 

Former interior minister Yuriy Kravchenko fled to Russia last summer. 
Kravchenko had been dismissed during the Kuchmagate crisis because of 
his involvement in the murder of opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

After round two, Serhiy Tyhipko resigned as chairman of the National 
Bank and head of the Yanukovych campaign. His Labor Ukraine parlia- 
mentary faction disintegrated, forcing it to unite with Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko’s crumbling People’s Democratic Party faction. Both par- 
ties suffered from supporting Yanukovych. 

Kharkiv governor Yevhen Kushnariov, who was also involved in wide- 
spread election fraud, has sought to create a new political party that would 
back Yanukovych. Whether this will save Kushnariov is doubtful. Be- 
sides fraud, he has been questioned by the prosecutor’s office over his 
support for separatism. 

Fifth, Kuchma-era elites could return to parliament or obtain a new goy- 
ernment position; either post would guarantee immunity. Deputy chair- 
man of the SBU Volodymyr Satsyuk and Andriy Kluyev both illegally 
held government positions while remaining parliamentary deputies. Both 
are implicated in election fraud and attempts on Yushchenko’s life. Kluyev 
figures prominently on the audio tapes illicitly made by the SBU in 
Yanukovych’s shadow campaign headquarters. 

Kuchma has attempted to save Stepan Havrysh, who has been impli- 
cated in election fraud. Havrysh was Yanukovych’s representative to the 
CEC in rounds one and two. Despite his involvement in election fraud, 
Kuchma proposed Havrysh as a judge to sit on the Constitutional Court, a 
fitting confirmation of Kuchma’s view of the rule of law. 


Se ee ane ee ees es a ee 
Belarusian minister rules out ‘Orange’ Revolution 


(RFE/RL)—Belarusian Foreign Minister Siarhey Martynau has said that 
Belarus will never experience a political upheaval like the recent one in 
neighboring Ukraine. Martynau made his remarks in an interview with 
Reuters Jan. 6. He said President Alyaksandr Lukashenka does not face 
the same threat because Belarus is economically and politically stable. 
Belarus is increasingly isolated and criticized by Western institutions for 
crackdowns on political opposition and independent media. The European 
Union has slapped travel bans on some of Belarus’s top officials, and 
Lukashenka himself is accused of retaining power through fraudulent polls. 
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affair with Dynamo 


(UEFA)—Ukraine, midfield player Andriy Husin has left FC Dynamo 
Kyiv following the expiry of his contract with the UEFA Cup challengers. 

The 32-year-old’s contract expired at the turn of the year and he has not 
travelled to Dynamo’s winter training camp in the United Arab Emirates, 
instead staying in the Ukrainian capital to train on his own as he searches 
for a new club. 

Husin joined Dynamo in 1993 and, with the exception of a spell at FC 
CSKA-Borysfen Kyiv, enjoyed a wonderful career at the Dynamo sta- 
dium. 

A key member of the side that reached the semi-finals of the UEFA 
Champions League in 1998/99, he played 214 times in the Ukrainian top 
flight, scoring 35 goals and winning seven championships and four na- 
tional cups. 

Husin has also earned a half-century of caps for his country, including 
four in qualifying for the 2006 FIFA World Cup. 
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Husin ends long |Battle starts for Dynamo 


By Tom Parfitt, The Telegraph, Dec. 30, 2004 

One of Europe’s most respected football clubs, Dy- 
namo Kyiv, is on the brink of a bitter ownership battle 
which has been brought to a head by Ukraine’s “or- 
ange revolution” that saw hundreds of thousands of 
opposition supporters pour on to the streets of Kyiv. 

A majority stake in Dynamo is owned by Hryhoriy 
Surkis, a controversial tycoon with ties to the corrupt 
regime of the outgoing president, Leonid Kuchma. But 
Konstantin Hryhoryshyn — a minority shareholder 
who claims he was ousted by Surkis — plans a series 
of court actions to wrest control of the club. 

Hryhoryshyn, a businessman close to Ukraine’s 
president-elect Viktor Yushchenko, told the Sunday 
Telegraph: “I need to regain what is rightfully mine, 
as a matter of principle. It is my aim to take control of 
Dynamo and remove it from the hands of those who 
have mismanaged it.” 

A multimillionaire who made his fortune in the en- 
ergy and manufacturing sector, Hryhoryshyn, 39, says 
his 20 per cent club share was diluted deliberately by 
a huge share issue in August, organised by Surkis. He 
claims fees from the sale of key players have been 
siphoned off and club assets were privatised at slashed 
prices, which Surkis denies. 

Hryhoryshyn, however, believes that Yushchenko’s 
victory in presidential elections means that court ac- 
tion can now be launched without fear of interference 
from state officials. 

Surkis, who is head of the Ukrainian Football Fed- 
eration and a member of UEFA’s executive commit- 
tee, is a business partner of Viktor Medvedchuk, the 
head of Kuchma’s administration. 

Earlier this year, Surkis, who is also an MP, was 
refused a visa to the United States on grounds that he 


was suspected of involvement in corruption and falsi- 
fication of elections. Critics say that he has used his 
political clout to see off potential rivals at Dynamo. 
He has vowed to rebuff the legal action and stay in 
charge of the club. He told the Kyiv Post that the claims 
against him “do not correspond with reality”. 

But his position looks increasingly tenuous as 
Ukraine’s new leadership promise to sweep away the 
old guard that allowed business to become dangerously 
fused with politics. 

“It’s time for people linked with the corrupt regime 
to leave the stage,” said Hryhoryshyn, who was briefly 
detained in 2002 for alleged possession of cocaine and 
a pistol, in what was seen as a set-up by Medvedchuk. 

Fans are anxious for the future of the club. “We know 
Surkis has connections to the Kuchma regime but in 
some ways he has been a good protector of Dynamo,” 
said Alexei Perkin, who has supported the club since 
childhood. 

Dynamo, founded in 1927 and initially funded by 
the NK VD, Stalin’s secret police, was seen during the 
Soviet era as a de facto Ukrainian national team. The 
club won the Cup Winners’ Cup in 1975 and 1986, 
and reached the semi-finals of the Champions League 
in 1999, 

Ukraine’s leadership crisis — the “orange revolu- 
tion” — has divided top sportsmen. Dynamo’s most 
celebrated old boy, AC Milan’s Andriy Shevchenko, 
initially backed the Prime Minister, but later said he 
had enjoyed “warm words” with Yushchenko, who 
quickly congratulated him on becoming European 
Footballer of the Year. 


Ukrainian revolution 
extends to the football field 


(FIFA.com)—The end of 2004 was quite unforget- 
table for Ukraine. The main reason was the turbulent 
presidential elections of course, but in football terms 
too, the last two months of the year proved something 
of a watershed. 

A fruitful period was capped in fine style by the na- 
tional team’s victory in Turkey (3-0), which leaves them 
in an excellent position to qualify for Germany 2006. 
Moreover, Andriy Shevchenko was named European 
Player of the Year, three domestic clubs battled through 
to the next round of European competition and the coun- 
try soared 23 places up the FIFA/Coca-Cola World 
Ranking. 

“Rather than being on cloud nine, we have our feet 
firmly on the ground. We are in tune with reality.” These 
were the words of Oleg Blokhin, Ukraine’s coach, af- 
ter his side’s impressive win in Turkey (3-0) on Nov. 
ive 

Himself a lethal hit man with Dynamo Kyiv three 
decades ago, Blokhin has carried over his legendary 
sang froid into his role as coach, but even he must feel 
great pride at his team’s displays. ; 

The Ukrainians have not lost since a friendly match 
with England (3-0) on Aug. 18, 2004 and currently top 
Qualifying Group 2 for Germany 2006, five points 
ahead of Denmark, Turkey and Albania. 

Consequently, they have been climbing inexorably 
up the world ranking; 7 places in October, 13 in No- 
vember, and 10 in December. They now stand in 57th 
position, their highest since November 2003, although 
still a fair way short of their May 1999 pinnacle of 22nd 
place, when the former Soviet republic was irresistible 
in the qualifiers for Euro 2004, before missing out on 
Europe’s premier competition by a whisker in a play- 
off with Slovenia. 

The talisman of this rising nation is unquestionably 
Andriy Shevchenko. The AC Milan striker, who has 
now topped the 100-goal mark in the Calcio, came third 
in the FIFA World Player contest and lifted the title of 
European Player of the Year, a deserved reward for a 
player who has been dubbed “the goal machine”. De- 
spite all the accolades, Shevchenko remains a picture 
of humility. “I am very proud to be Ukrainian and I 


dedicate this trophy to my people. I saw my country- 
men Oleg Blokhin and Igor Belanov win this title and 
have modelled myself on them,” he explained while 
accepting the Golden Ball. 

Against Turkey, Shevchenko scored two goals and 
dazzled all observers. So committed is he to the na- 
tional team that he even played despite carrying an in- 
jury. “He had a serious leg injury and I didn’t know if I 
could risk him, but he insisted on starting,” explained 
Blokhin after the final whistle. 

His club coach Carlo Ancelotti is quick to declare 
his admiration: “I have no qualms about admitting that 
we depend on him. He is in top form and an unrivalled 
finisher.” A case of “Sheva-dependence”, one might 
say, but the same is not totally true for the national team, 
even if the prodigy has already netted four times in the 
Germany 2006 qualifiers. For against Turkey, Andriy 
Voronin, Oleg Gusev and Andriy Gusin all put in ex- 
ceptional performances alongside the man from Milan. 

Ukrainian football’s new lease of life is 
also demonstrated by the rude health of its clubs. Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk, Dynamo Kyiv and Shakhtar Donetsk 
are all still on track in the UEFA Cup, a record repre- 
sentation: never before have two Ukrainian clubs (let 
alone three) ‘remained in Europe’ over the winter break. 
A further notable success was provided by the country’s 
U18 side’s progression to the final of the European 
Championship in 2001. A vast training initiative involv- 
ing some 800,000 children was launched that year 
across the whole country, and that considerable effort 
should soon begin to bear fruit. 

Basically, Ukraine are on the march and nothing 
seems able to stop them. Even the down-to-earth 
Blokhin, who miraculously survived a serious road 
accident in April 2004, feels they are destined for great 
things. His statement of intent upon taking up his post 
in September 2003 now seems almost prophetic: 

“T know the road is long, but I am ready to work 
hard so that Ukraine rediscovers its former glory.” With 
the first leg of the journey having been completed at 
great pace, a spot in the top 20 of the FIFA/Coca-Cola 
World Ranking is now a realistic target for the ambi- 
tious Ukrainians. 
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Kyiv stocks look | juicy in 
wake of Orange protests 


By Tom Warner, Financial Times, Jan. 7, 2005 

Ukraine’s Orange Revolution has resulted in a new 
president and has also made the country’s tiny stock 
exchange the world’s best-performing market of 2004. 

As hundreds of thousands of people poured into cen- 
tral Kyiv in November and December to protest about 
a rigged presidential election, and holders of govern- 
ment bonds began looking nervously for an exit strat- 
egy, investors in Ukrainian stocks decided it was a good 
time to buy. The main PFTS index ended the year up a 
stunning 204 per cent. 

“This market rally shows the high hopes that inter- 
national investors have for Viktor Yushchenko,” — the 
Orange Revolution leader who won last month’s re- 
run presidential election — said Michael Sito, a Mos- 
cow- based asset manager who has been trading in 
Ukrainian stocks since 1996. 

Ukraine’s stock market had been having a good year 
anyway, with the PFTS index climbing from 85.4 to 
149.8 in January-April on the back of strong gross do- 
mestic product growth, which is expected to have ex- 
ceeded 12 per cent for the year. 

The PFTS then followed the Russian market’s down- 
ward slide, bottoming out at 109.1 in September, but 
rocketed upward after the first protests in October, and 
kept climbing throughout the political crisis to close 
the year at 260.1. 

Ukrainian stocks still remain off the map for most 
international investors, with good reason. The biggest 
problem facing the market is liquidity: the PFTS’s an- 
nual trade volume last year was just US$1.3 billion, 
less than 1 per cent of Russia’s Micex, the region’s big- 
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gest exchange. 

Most listed Ukrainian companies behave like closely 
held private firms, with shares that rarely change hands. 
Only a couple of dozen stocks are really traded and 
only a handful are truly liquid in the sense that inves- 
tors can buy them without making a long-term com- 
mitment. 

Of the more liquid companies, almost half are ma- 
jority state-owned, while the rest are owned either by 
politically connected local oligarchs or by managers 
entrenched since communist times. These factors and 
conventional wisdom that Leonid Kuchma, the outgo- 
ing president, would succeed in installing a hand-picked 
successor had kept stock prices depressed for years. 

“There was so much bad news priced into Ukrainian 
stocks that it didn’t take much to turn the market 
around,” Sito said. 

John Suggitt, managing director of Concorde Capi- 
tal, a Kyiv-based stock house, said the rally had im- 
proved liquidity as many investors who had been hold- 
ing on for years to blocks of shares finally got their 
desired price and sold. 

While most bids before the elections were from high- 
risk hedge funds, big-name international asset manag- 
ers are now leading the buying, he said. 

An important milestone for the market will be the 
expected privatisation this year of Ukrtelecom, the na- 
tional fixed-line telephone monopoly. 


Massive price hike for Turkmen gas to Ukraine 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Rising world prices for 
oil and gas, and to a lesser extent for metal products, as 
well as the dollar’s fall, have enabled Turkmenistan to 
force up the dollar price of its gas deliveries to Ukraine 
and to present similar demands to Russia. Already in 
November 2004, Ashgabat notified Kyiv and Moscow 
that it intends to renegotiate the price for gas deliveries 
to be made in 2005. On Dec. 23, 27, and 29, 
Turkmenistan’s government publicly warned Ukraine 
and Russia that it would stop the deliveries at the year’s 
end, pending renegotiation of the prices. And, at mid- 
night Dec. 31-Jan. 1, Turkmenistan closed — purport- 
edly for “maintenance work” — the valves on the pipe- 
line that runs to Russia and on to Ukraine. 

Ukraine could not address this situation until its presi- 
dential election ended. On Jan. 2, Naftohaz Ukrayini 
holdover chairman Yuriy Boyko and his first deputy, 
Vadym Chuprun (formerly ambassador to Turkmenistan 
and negotiator for gas), rushed to Ashgabat, to sign on 
Jan. 3 with Turkmen President Saparmurat Niyazov the 
supply agreements for 2005 at new prices. That same 
day, Turkmenistan reopened the valve for deliveries ear- 
marked for Ukraine (as distinct from deliveries ear- 
marked for Russia). Boyko, noting the worldwide price 
trends, declared himself “very happy with this contract” 
during the signing ceremony in Ashgabat. 

Niyazov provided details on the contract in an un- 
usually detailed presentation on live television during 
the signing ceremony. The volume of Turkmen gas 
deliveries contracted for 2005 remains almost un- 
changed at 36 billion cubic meters, constituting more 
than 40% of Ukraine’s annual consumption. The new 
price is US$58 per 1,000 cubic meters, up from $44 in 
2004, for gas delivered at Turkmenistan’s border en 
route to Ukraine. (Niyazov tried to show generosity 
after asking $60 last month). Niyazov is now asking 
Russia to pay $58 as well; however, Russia plans to 


buy only a small volume of Turkmen gas in 2005. The 
contract with Ukraine reserves Turkmenistan’s right af- 
ter 2005 to increase the gas price still further, in keep- 
ing with anticipated world price rises and declining 
dollar rates. 

Ukraine will pay half of the price in dollar-denomi- 
nated cash and half in Ukrainian commodities and ser- 
vices — the same formula as was used in recent years. 
Steel pipes and other steel products form the mainstay 
of Ukraine’s commodity deliveries as part of that bar- 
ter. Rising prices of Russian-supplied energy to Ukraine 
forced Ukrainian metal producers this year to recalcu- 
late upward the price on their deliveries to 
Turkmenistan. This situation provided Niyazov with 
an added argument to increase the price of gas sup- 
plied to Ukraine. In the negotiations with Boyko, the 
Turkmen president characterized such barter arrange- 
ments as a Soviet-era relict and urged a shift to full 
payment in cash from 2007 on. 

On top of the price paid to Turkmenistan at the latter’s 
border, Ukraine must pay for transit of the gas via 
Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and Russia through Gazprom- 
controlled pipelines. Last year, those increments 
amounted to $17 per 1,000 cubic meters, by the time 
the gas reached Ukraine’s border. Gazprom and its af- 
filiate trading company take the lion’s share of transit 
and delivery charges. 

Opening this year’s first session of Ukraine’s care- 
taker Cabinet of Ministers on Jan. 5, Acting Prime 
Minister Mykola Azarov stated that the government had 
not authorized Boyko to sign any agreement with Turk- 
menistan оп the price of gas. Azarov instructed Boyko 
to present a detailed report, and the Ministries of Fi- 
nance, Economy, and Energy to assess the agreements 
just signed. Ukraine’s transition to a new government 
and new presidency, as well as pending personnel 
changes in the energy sector, may make it difficult for 
Kyiv to focus on this issue fully and immediately. 


Pinchuk ready to revise privatization of Kryvorihstal 


(Interfax)—One of Ukraine’s leading businessmen, MP 
Viktor Pinchuk says he’ Il agree to re-privatization of steel 
mill Kryvorizhstal, if the resale is done within the law. 

Answering journalists’ questions in Kyiv on Jan. 12 
concerning the possible re-privatization of the mill, the 
lawmaker said “any actions under the framework of 
law, even a possible revision of privatization tenders, 
will be welcome.” 

“Tf it’s done legally, and is not just a political deci- 
sion, I think that is fine,” Pinchuk said. Asked if this 
position also concems privatization of Kryvorizhstal, 
he said, “Certainly.” 

‘Pinchuk noted that he as an investor had done every- 
thing “in an absolutely legal and correct way.” “If, un- 
der the framework of law, we are shown that we did 
something not legally or correctly, of course, I will act 


within the framework of law, I will be first to strive to 
correct it. I want to be a law-abiding citizen of this 
country,” he said. 

Speaking about prospects for relations fetween the 
new authorities and big Ukrainian business, the MP 
said, “Our efforts may be added and may be subtracted. 
If someone views the [opposition] victory as a busi- 
Ness project and wants to receive economic dividends, 
to take away something from someone, to get even with 
someone — the reaction of resistance [of business] will 
be natural. Our efforts won’t be added, but will be sub- 
tracted, and it won’t be wise from the point of view of 
the moment — today we need to organize all forces 
and move forward.” 

Kryvorizhstal is Ukraine’s biggest steel producer, 
with a market share of 20%. 
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Ukraine suspends 
privatization of 
State property 


(Era/BBC Monitoring Service)—The head of the State Property Fund 
of Ukraine, Mykhaylo Chechetoyv, issued an instruction on Jan. 6 to sus- 
pend the sale of all large-scale facilities and the creation of new economic 
entities until the new cabinet is formed, the fund’s press service has said. 
It did not specify which large-scale facilities were meant. 

The Cabinet of Ministers also ordered ministries and government agen- 
cies to temporarily suspend the privatization of state property. The acting 
prime minister, Mykola Azarov, said the moratorium would remain in place 
until the new government is formed. 

The sale of the state-owned stake in the Krasnodonvuhillya [coal min- 
ing company] at the Ukrainian Interbank Exchange, which was planned 
for Feb. 2 has also been cancelled. 


EU, Ukraine agree on 
textile trade 


(New Europe)—The agreement in the form of an exchange of letters 
between the European Community and Ukraine, represented by the gov- 
ernment of Ukraine, concerning the extension and amendment of the 
agreement between*the European Economic Community and Ukraine on 
trade in textile products of 1993 was initialled on Dec. 22 in Brussels, the 
Mission of Ukraine to the EU said in a document released to New Europe 
on Dec. 29. З 

The main provisions of the agreement stipulate extending its applica- 
tion for one year, till Dec. 31, 2005. If Ukraine does not access the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) in 2005 the agreement will be extended for 
one more year. 

An exclusion from the agreement of the article on double checking of 
textile products being delivered from Ukraine to the EU was the other 
very important moment, the document read. 

The existence of such agreement between Ukraine and EU provides 
quota-free regime of trade in textile products between two sides for two 
more years. At the same time, the exclusion from the agreement of the 
article on double checking removes an official procedure of receiving 
export licences by the Ukrainian exporters and import licences by the 
European importers. The initialling of this agreement draft made it pos- 
sible to implement it from Jan. 1. 


Yushchenko to present 
development strategy 


(RFE/RL)—President-elect Viktor Yushchenko said in a ski resort in 
Tysovets in the Carpathian Mountains on Jan. 5 that his economic experts 
are now working on a “new concept” of the 2005 budget that will be 
presented in March, Interfax reported. 

The Verkhovna Rada passed a budget bill in late December that pro- 
jected a 6.6 percent increase in Ukraine’s gross domestic product pushing 
it to 410 billion hryvnias (US$77 billion), budget revenues at 86.5 billion 
hryvnias, and spending at 95.5 billion hryvnias in 2005. Yushchenko added 
that his experts are now concluding their work on a development strategy 
for Ukraine for 2005-09. 

Yushchenko pledged to present the strategy at a special news confer- 
ence in Ukraine on Jan. 20 and at the World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland, at the end of January. 

Yushchenko also said in Tysovets on Jan. 5 that he will seek to uproot 
corruption in Ukraine, which he said is the country’s main problem, Ukrai- 
nian news agencies reported. 

“Corruption exists under extremely centralized state rule,” Yushchenko 
said. ““That’s why our first task will be replacing the old people, so that the. 
Ukrainian people can see new names.” 

Yushchenko also stressed that the main task for Ukrainian political elites 
in 2005 is to agree on holding honest and transparent parliamentary elec- 
tions in 2006. 

“During the 13 months separating us from the parliamentary elections 
in Ukraine we want to maximally develop democratic processes,” the presi- 
dent-elect pledged. 


Briefly 


Ukraine bans Canadian beef imports 
(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine has banned the import of cattle and beef prod- 
ucts from Canada due to the emergence of the dangerous disease bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (mad cow disease) in that country. The 
Interfax-Ukraine agency has learned from the State Department for Vet- 
erinary Medicine that it sent a relevant telegram on Jan. 11. 


Car sales up 37% 

(UNIAN/BBC Monitoring Service)—New passenger car sales grew by 
37 per cent year on year in Ukraine in 2004, up to 211,000 cars, the UNIAN 
news agency reported on 12 January, quoting the Auto-Consulting ana- 
lytical group. Russia’s AvtoVAZ was the leader of the market, with 35 рег 
cent of sales in December, the agency added. 


Cont. fromP. 13 
that political problems could be solved only by 
a peaceful path. 

It was a public crack in Ukraine’s law en- 
forcement bodies, and an omen. 

On Nov. 24, when the election commission 
met to certify Yanukovich’s nominal win, Kyiv 
was so fully blockaded that Kuchma was un- 
able to work in his office. 

He called for a meeting outside the city, where 
his government celebrated its win and several 
politicians declared that if crowds continued to 
block the government, troops should disperse 
them, three people in the meeting said. 

As General Smeshko sat quietly, his spy 
agency was delivering a shadow blow. 

Even as the election commission deliberated 
over Yanukovich’s victory, Ukrayinska Pravda, 
a news Web site, posted transcripts of conver- 
sations from among members of the Yanukovich 
campaign. 

The officials were discussing plans to rig the 
election, including padding the vote. One con- 
versation, recorded on election night, was be- 
tween Yuri Levenets, a campaign manager, and 
a man identified as Valery. 

Valery: “We have negative results.” 

Levenets: “What do you mean?” 

Valery: “48.37 for opposition, 47.64 for us.” 

Valery later added: “We have agreed to a 3 to 
3.5 percent difference in our favor. We are pre- 
paring a table. You will have it by fax.” 

-Yanukovich won Бу 2.9 percent. In an inter- 
view, Ribachuk said he gave the transcripts to 
Pravda after receiving them from the S.B.U., 
which had bugged the Yanukovich campaign. 

General Smeshko refused to discuss the tapes 
in detail. “Officially, the 5.В.Ю. had nothing to 
do with the surveillance of Yanukovich cam- 
paign officials,” he said. “Such taping would 
be illegal in this country without permission 
from the court. I will say nothing more.” 

But a member of the siloviki, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the taping was 
illegal, acknowledged the surveillance but said 
it was too delicate for General Smeshko to con- 
firm. “Those who did this, they did not intend 
to become heroes,” the officer said. “They 
wanted only to prevent a falsified election.” 

Not long after Pravda posted the transcript, 
General Smeshko left the meeting with Kuchma 
and headed to a S.B.U. safe house in Kyiv fora 
secret liaison with Yushchenko, the opposition 
leader. 

The meeting had self-evident ironies. 
Yushchenko, nearly incapacitated after being 
poisoned by dioxin in the summer, a crime that 
remains unsolved, had publicly linked the poi- 
soning to a meeting with General Smeshko and 
another S.B.U. general. 

Now he wanted another talk. The group met 
in a tiny room, behind a drawn yellow curtain, 
and ate fruit. Present were General Sarnatskyi, 
General Smeshko and General Romanchenko, 
as well as Yushchenko, Ribachuk and another 
Yushchenko ally. 

Two agreements were struck, both sides say. 

Yushchenko requested mote security for his 
campaign. General Smeshko agreed to provide 
him eight specialists from the elite Alpha 
counterterrorism unit — a highly unusual step 
— and to arrange former S.B.U. members to 
guard the campaign. 

Then the group also agreed that the S.B.U. 
must publicly show that it was on the side of 
the law, not a candidate — an implicit message 
the agency was unwilling to abuse power for 
the premier. 

As the meeting ended, Yushchenko, who is 
an amateur artist, gave General Smeshko one 
of his landscape paintings. The spy chief and 
the opposition leader embraced. 

Back at the S.B.U. headquarters, General 
Smeshko and the siloviki decided that to send a 
signal to the public they would send officers to 
read a statement to the protesters. Yushchenko 
appeared the next night, Nov. 25, with five 
members of 5.В.Ю. 

Their statement was indirectly but clearly 
pro-opposition. It said concerns about the elec- 

tion were valid, and addressed the Supreme 
Court, which had just announced that it would 
review complaints of electoral fraud. The of- 
ficers urged the judges to work objectively. 

Then they addressed police officers and sol- 
diers. “Do not forget that you are called to serve 
the people,” their statement said. “The 5.В.Ю. 
considers its main assignment is to protect the 
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How top spies in Ukraine changed the nation’s path 


PHOTO — ALEXANDER KHODNEV 
Riot police protecting the Presidential Administration building in Kyiv on Nov. 25. (Please 
note the rose and the Yushchenko sticker on the shield.) 


people, no matter the source of the threat. Be 
with us!” 

It was а rare moment for officers used to ano- 
nymity.and reflected how deeply opposition 
sentiments had reached into Ukrainian society. 
In interviews, two officers from the stage, Lt. 
Gen. Oleksander Skibinetsky, a reservist, and 
Lt. Gen. Oleksander Skipalsky, who is retired, 
were asked if their families influenced their de- 
cisions. 

“Both of our wives were in the square,” Gen- 
eral Skibinetsky said. 

General Skipalsky said: “My wife. And my 
daughter, too.” 

The signal seemed to have had its desired 
effect. The next moming, cadets from the Inte- 
гіог Ministry’s academy joined the opposition, 
marching to the barricades to try to persuade 
the officers on duty to join them. A few carried 
flowers. 

The state was leaking power. The next day, 
Nov. 27, Kuchma summoned General Smeshko 
to a meeting at Koncha Zaspa, a government 
sanitarium outside Kyiv. 

І a conference room were Yanukovich and 
politicians from eastern regions supporting him, 
with the leader of the Interior Ministry, or 
M.V.D., Mykola Bilokon, one of Kuchma’s loy- 
alists, who made no secret of his support for 
the premier. 

Yanukovich confronted Kuchma, asking if he 
was betraying them, four people in the meeting 
said. Then came demands: schedule an inaugu- 
ration, declare a state of emergency, unblock 
government buildings. 

Kuchma icily addressed his former protégé. 
“You have become very brave, Viktor 
Feyodovich, to speak to me in this manner,” he 
said, according to Bilokon and General 
Smeshko. “It would be best for you to show 
this bravery on Independence Square.” 

General Smeshko intervened to offer the 
S.B.U.’s assessment of the situation, warning 
the premier that few of Ukraine’s troops, if or- 
dered, would fight the people. He also said that 
even if soldiers followed an order, a crackdown 
would not succeed because demonstrators 
would resist. Then he challenged Yanukovich. 

“Viktor Feyodovich, if you are ready for a 
state of emergency, you can give this order,’ he 
said. “Here is Bilokon,” he continued. “The 
head of the M.V.D. You will be giving him, as 
chairman of the government, a written order to 
unblock the buildings? You will do this?” 

Yanukovich was silent. General Smeshko 
waited. “You have answered,” he continued, 
according to people in the meeting. “You will 
not do it. Let us not speak nonsense. There is 
no sense in using force.” 

Kuchma left the room to take a phone call, 
then returned with a state television crew. 

Yanukovich slammed down his pen and left. 
The government’s position was set: there would 
be no martial law. It was formalized the next 
day, on Noy. 28, when the National Security 
and Defense Council voted to solve the crisis 
through peaceful means. “This was the key de- 
cision,” Kuchma later said. “I realized what it 
meant to de-block government building by force 
in these conditions. It could not be done with- 


out bloodshed.” 

Although there seemed to be a consensus at 
the council, a crackdown remained possible, 
either as a response to opposition provocation, 
or by secret, unexpressed agenda. 

Emotions had been rising and falling in Kyiv, 
and within hours of the council meeting, they 
surged again when Tymoshenko, a Yushchenko 
ally, warned demonstrators that there would be 
an effort to unblock the government buildings. 
She urged more people to defend them. 

General Popkov, the commander of interior 
troops, said he was notified of Tymoshenko’s 
words and the crowd’s restlessness, and ordered 
the alarm. The mobilization began. і 

Precisely what followed, and why, remains 
unclear, as does who gave the order, and by what 
means. General Popkov insists that he alone was 
engaged in a calculated bluff, and thus made 
certain his signal would be instantly seen. 

Holding up his mobile phone, he said, “T de- 
liberately gave the order on this phone, which 
is bugged.” 

Whether General Popkov’s phone was 
bugged is not publicly known. But General 
Romanchenko said his agents in the interior 
units watched the preparations; simultaneously, 
S.B.U officers said, their agents in the Interior 
Ministry’s communications center heard radio 
traffic about preparations to march. Bedlam, and 
battles of nerves, ensued. 

Reports of the alarm were relayed to the 
S.B.U. command, which notified the opposi- 
tion, its officers on Independence Square, and 
then the American Embassy. 

The opposition called the American ambas- 
sador John E. Herbst, who called Viktor 
Pinchuk, Kuchma’s son-in-law, to find out what 
was happening, Pinchuk said. 

Pinchuk said he called Viktor Medvedchuk, 
chief of Kuchma’s administration, who called 
the interior minister at home. Bilokon said he 
did not know what was happening. “I was re- 
ally worried,” Bilokon said, in an interview. 
“How, without my knowledge, was this order 
given?” 

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell soon tele- 
phoned Kuchma; who did not take the call. 

Outside, the S.B.U. was mobilizing. Several 
hundred intelligence officers were already 
among the protesters, S.B.U officials say. Some 
were pretending to be demonstrators them- 
selves. Concealed surveillance teams were vid- 
eotaping the crowd. Snipers peered down from 
roofs. Counterterrorism teams huddled in 
nearby apartments and unmarked trucks. 
Groups in vehicles roamed the roads to Kyiv, 
trying to determine the direction of the troops’ 
advance. 

Among the protesters’ tents, an S.B.U. colo- 
nel who had spent the week as a liaison to the 
demonstration organizers alerted the organiz- 
ers that troops were on their way. 

His next mission was to meet the troops as 
they drew near, he said, to warn their officers 
that a crackdown without written orders was 
illegal. He said he also planned to warn them 
that the 5.В.Ю. had surveillance units watching 
Kyiv, and all actions would be videotaped for 
use as evidence later. 


The fear, he said, was intense. Some intelli- 
gence officers thought of China’s crushing of 
the pro-democracy protesters in 1989 in Beijing. 
Others thought of the Romanian revolution in 
1989, when, after troops fired on demonstra- 
tors, the people fought back, eventually captur- 
ing and killing President Nicolae Ceausescu and 
his wife. 

“We could not believe it could occur to some- 
body to draw the first drop of blood, which 
would have been the detonator of a big explo- 
sion,” said the colonel, a deputy chief of 
Ukraine’s counterterrorism forces, who by 
Ukrainian law is forbidden to have his name 
published. “Tt could unleash a civil war in our 
country. Absolutely, sincerely, we were prepared 
to do everything in our power to stop it.” 

While all sides pressed for information and 
advantage, a group of the siloviki and 
Tymoshenko met at the headquarters of the mili- 
tary intelligence service, the G.U.R. 

Among them were Galaka, the G.U.R. chief, 
General Drizhchany, Colonel Kondratyuk and 
General Romanchenko, who said he called the 
S.B.U. headquarters for instructions. “Chairman 
Smeshko told me to call General Popkov, and 
find out why the alert had been called,” he said. 

An extraordinary exchange followed. The 
counterintelligence chief called the troop com- 
mander, whom he had known for years, and 
asked what were the grounds for the alert. “He 
said it was his decision,” General Romanchenko 
said. “I said to General Popkov that he had to 
have a written order to raise troops on full alert, 
and since he did not have this order he would 
have to call back the troops.” 

Simultaneously, from his office at $.B.U. 
headquarters, General Smeshko called Bilokon, 
who sought assurances the opposition would not 
seize buildings, both men said. General 
Smeshko called him back and gave that assur- 
ance, shifting responsibility to дано if build- 
ings were overrun. 

Other officers said that after about an hour, 
Col. Gen. Oleksander Petruk, the army chief of 
staff, arrived at the military intelligence 
service’s office. The intelligence officer pressed 
him for help. He said the army would not de- 
ploy inside Ukraine. “He said it would not be 
done,” Colonel Kondratyuk said. General 
Petruk’s staff did not return phone messages 
seeking an interview. 

Tymoshenko said she watched with amaze- 
ment as the siloviki and then General Petruk 
made calls and warned the Interior Ministry 
“that they are on the side of the people, and will 
defend the people, and that the M. V.D. will have 


- to deal not only with unarmed people and youth 


if it comes to Kyiv, but with the army” and the 
special forces inside the intelligence agencies. 

Eventually, General Popkov folded. “He said 
he was carrying out orders and he was not a 
key figure,” Tymoshenko said. First the trucks 
stopped on the shoulder of the road. Then the 
alarm was called off. 

General Drizhchany, and others, said that be- 
cause so many calls were made that night by 
and to so many people, it was impossible to tell 
which calls were decisive. More likely, he said, 
was that the calls had a cumulative effect. 

While different accounts of the mobilization 
agree on many points, they clash on critical 
questions. Who ordered the alarm? Who called 
the troops back? 

General Popkov said both decisions were 
solely his. This is the official version, which 
the siloviki, the opposition and the Westem dip- 
Іотаї dismiss as absurd. “What he did was not 
a drill,” said Galaka. 

Only three people, they say, had authority to 
give such an order: Kuchma, Yanukovich and 
Medvedchuk. Kuchma denies a role. 
Yanukovich and Medvedchuk did not reply to 
requests for interviews. 

Tymoshenko said she witnessed a turning 
point. Once the siloviki thwarted the alarm, the 
administration learned that it did not have sole 
influence over the last guarantor of power: the 
men with the guns. After a peaceful uprising in 
Georgia in 2003 deposed President Eduard 
Shevardnadze, in part with help from the au- 
thorities, she said she was envious of a country 
with officers willing to resist corrupt power. 

«ІТ had always thought that all of our generals 
were very loyal to Kuchma and were prag- 
matic,” she said. “All of a sudden I made this 
discovery. We had generals on the side of the 
people.” 


